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It’s a good time to be writing about plans in the County, because as a Branch we have been 

discussing how to respond to changes in the national organisation, with news last year of an       

Intention to review the future of Reserves. Also a new Regional Conservation Manager post has 

been created with the unenviable task of covering the whole of the Midlands including                    

Lincolnshire, rather than just the West Midlands area. We’ll be seeking dialogue with senior staff 

about the implications of a direction of travel away from local involvement, at a time when in this 

County alone we are seeing renewed interest from localities for our support, be it Ewyas Harold 

Common Trust, Bringsty Manorial Court or Siege Wood. 

Although all three sites are in areas defined by Butterfly Conservation as Priority           

Landscapes, front line support capacity will depend on finding funds to pay project workers. The 

good news is that a familiar face has been appointed with Rhona Goddard officially taking up her 

post in April –a challenging prospect. The not so good news is that while securing the second 

phase of the Wood White project is very much part of Rhona’s brief, she will have much less time 

on the ground. I know we lose by enjoying less of Rhona’s time on the Wood White. A few of us 

met with Rhona to assist with her first task –to scope and agree each branch’s priorities for action, 

within which we identified Woolhope Dome and the Doward. But how do we find hands on staff to 

offer support for building plans in these areas at a time when funding is increasingly hard to come 

by?  

Whilst Bringsty Common lost its High Browns 

years ago it still has the potential for improvement if 

we can clear some bracken. Peter Hall and I met 

with a group of very  interested and motivated   

commoners so now is the time to act. Whilst we do 

get many more requests for help than we can as a 

small organisation respond to, places such as 

Bringsty and Siege Wood must   figure as high on 

the priority list. This was one of the themes that 

came out of the Branch AGM on February 29, 

where concern was also articulated about the      

vulnerability of Wood White and Pearl-bordered   

Fritillary populations in Haugh Wood.  

 

            



Presentations at the AGM revealed that we are the biggest Branch in the country with      

almost 1800 households –this translates into around 2500 individuals, a 9% increase in 12 months. 

We had also signed up the most new members with the exception of Yorkshire. “How many in  

Herefordshire?” I hear you asking. No precise figure but towards 130 would be my guess based on 

older figures, reflecting the population balance between our counties.  

It was also reported that the companion to our butterfly book, “Moths of the West Midlands” 

is due out in the Spring, with sponsors having contributed £2,500 to allow us to sign a contract with 

the publisher after also contributing £2000 from Branch funds. I am very much looking forward to 

receiving my copy as I do need to develop my knowledge of moths. You can still secure a copy at 

the discounted price of £14.99 plus p&p from Pisces Publications in Newbury by ordering online -

order before May 31 and save £7.50. All proceeds due to the Branch will be devoted to practical 

conservation; income from “Butterflies of the West Midlands” is certainly enabling us to help fund 

new projects. 

In the afternoon session Lucy Morton, BC Reserves Officer talked about supporting our five 

reserves with a feature on Ewyas Harold. I have heard nothing further on a review of Reserves   

although we understand the moratorium on acquiring new sites still holds, with consideration being 

given only to reserve extensions. 

 At the time of writing butterflies seem to be keeping their heads down as we await 

that first warm, still and DRY! Spring day. But by the time you read this I am sure you will have 

seen all the early species with Orange Tips among them –increasingly a March sighting. I’m     

looking forward to seeing them more easily after my cataract operation in December – my right eye 

now offers more vivid colours. I hope you eventually find less mud on butterfly walks. 

 Peter Seal - Chairman West Midlands Branch, Butterfly Conservation 

  

 Welcome to 2020 and after the flooding of storm Ciara, Dennis and Jorge, then the arrival of 

the Coronavirus, you are welcome to 2020. The garden needs a lot of work on it but it is so wet you 

can’t work on it so when will it ever get done? If I am depressing you then how about this. I am  

writing this article on Monday, 16th March and earlier this afternoon I was able to photograph, 

Brimstone then Peacock and although I didn’t get  a photograph there was a Comma as well.    

Surprising how my spirits were lifted. At the end of February I was visiting my son and his family in 

Switzerland, where we saw Small Tortoiseshell as well as Brimstone and Red Admiral and          

delightfully a Hummingbird Hawk-moth feeding on Virburnum “Bodnantense” in full flower. So look 

on the bright side, spring is on its way and also the reduction of gatherings will help you get to 

some of those isolated places to record butterflies later this year. 

 So what is in the newsletter? I have managed to cajole copy out of most of my regulars to 

help you up to date with what is going on in the county and a more detailed look at the highlights 

from 2019. As ever I have tried to include as many colour photographs as possible with the text. 

Which leads me on to email address, if you have received this as a black and white paper copy and 

you have an email address, then please let me add you to my list and I will then send you the last 

two and any future Newsletters as a pdf file then you can see the pictures in full colour. Apart from 

you having a better product I don’t have to spend time duplicating as many paper copies or spend 



extra money on paper, postage, envelopes and paper. There could be a large number of you out 

there receiving paper copies as I am updating the membership lists and for new members the only 

contact details I have is a postal address. 

 We have a report on the work at Ewyas Harold Common and on our reserve adjacent to it, this 

must be a nationally important site for the rare Pearl-bordered Fritillary. One of the issues which has 

Butterfly enthusiasts wondering for some time is the possibility of the Red Admiral being added to the 

list of butterflies which can hibernate through our British winters. Ian has written an article on this but I 

particularly want to point out the two photographs of the uppersides of the wings. There is an interest-

ing difference between them in their wing patterns, you might look and see if any of your photographs 

of the butterfly show predominantly one pattern or the other. The difference to look for is given at the 

end of the article!!! Spot the difference 

 As a child I grew up in Sutton Coldfield on the North Eastern edge of Birmingham, nearby was 

Sutton Park, an area of 2,500 acres of heathland and woodland complete with pools or small lakes. 

My interest in Lepidoptera developed by seeing the butterflies in the park or in some fields behind our 

road, I even spent some birthday money on a book on butterflies and moths at the age of about 10 or 

11 much to everyone’s surprise. So I find it interesting to hear how other people’s interest developed 

during their life and when. Was it at school, through a relative, later in life through concerns about 

global warming, etc So I commend Paddy’s article to you. 

 Day by  day as add to this part of the newsletter, I am constantly aware of the day to day 

changes in the instructions we are receiving re Coronavirus. Many of the things that I am interested in 

have or are closing down temporarily. What effect will this have on our efforts to conserve our butter-

flies and other wildlife? Hopefully the restrictions imposed will not stop people going out either on 

their own or with a spouse, partner or friend  and thus able to record the species in a given area.  

 Those of you who run a moth trap make like to take part in a small project I started last year,          

especially if you live in or near Hereford. There is no risk of spreading the virus as you will do this on 

your own, as you empty your trap each day and let 

me have the results electronically or by phone or pa-

per at the end of the season. Last  year I captured in 

the trap in my garden 186 Elephant Hawk-moths,  I 

marked and released 150 and I had a total of 24     

recaptures that means there were 12 moths who    

either escaped or I didn’t mark  in deference to their 

condition, ie damaged or worn wings. What I don’t 

know is what happened to the 126 I marked and did 

not recapture. Where did they go, how far did they go, 

did they go predominantly in a Northern direction as 

you might expect? If you run a trap and would like to 

be involved please contact me and we can discuss it. 

It won’t be hard work and it might give some interest-

ing insights into the lives of these insects. 

 As always there are a number of walks and 

other events planned and details will appear in the 

“Comma” or on the West Midlands Website. However, in these uncertain times it would be wise to 



Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve and Ewyas Harold Common 
Update Winter 2019 / 2020 
 

 The winter work parties on both the 
meadows reserve and the Common have 

been severely affected by the wet weather. 
However, the volunteer groups led by Ian 
have still managed to cut and rake off scrub 
regrowth in two of the meadows. The sheep 
and ponies grazed the meadows and were 
all off by the end of December, they have 
done a good job but we do need to try and 
find more sheep this summer. One of the 
hedgerows that had become over mature 
and beyond laying and had started to fall 
over has been coppiced and will be gapped 
up with hedge species. Within a couple of 
years the stools will re-sprout and the hedge 
will once again become a bushy and thick 
corridor of vegetation.  
 
 The Ewyas Harold Common Trust 

took ownership of the Common in February and the Trustees meet monthly to discuss the            
management on the Common and the water supply. There will be a separate company set up to 
  

check on the website before heading off for any event, it may well not take place if it is scheduled 

through the Spring or Summer; hopefully autumn events may happen and we will hold a members 

evening in September or October.  

 One other thing you can do is ask your local garden centre, plant nursery or DIY store sell-

ing plants if the would like us to put on a display of material with information leaflets for the public to 

take away extolling the virtues of certain plants and the benefits of “Gardening for Butterflies” We 

are just about to purchase a second set of boards and hopefully they will be ready by September. 

The display can be unmanned but if you arrange it in time we may be able to man it some of the 

time. Ask around and approach your local plant sale point as soon as you can, but please keep 

safe.  We will send them a list of the plants we are recommending so that they can buy extra in if 

they wish. I would still like to know if you approach someone and they say “No” so that I can cross 

them off my list. Radway’s Nursery, Wyevale now Blue Diamond Hereford and possibly Castree’s 

Nursery have either agreed to host the display or are keen to discuss it further. So we have made a 

start. 

 It just remains for me to welcome new members and remind to let me have an email  so that 

they can get a pdf copy of this newsletter in glorious colour. I would wish all of you a good year,  

enjoy it as best as you can but keep those records coming in, however, most important of all Keep 

Safe. 

                    Martyn G Davies 



manage the supply and all the recipients of the water have been informed, this  includes BC as the 
water troughs in the reserve are filled from the Common’s water supply.  
 
 The volunteer group has also worked on the Common, felling young ash, birch and blackthorn 
scrub regrowth and making dead hedges. Many thanks to Ian and Dilys, Sue, Christy and Alison for 
coming out   regularly to do this vital work. 
 The monitoring for the Pearl’s will be carried out again this year and we will hope that numbers 
are good and that the larvae haven’t been too adversely affected by the very wet conditions. 
 
 I will be leading a guided walk to look at the reserve and the Common on Tuesday 16th June at 
10am. We will meet in Ewyas Harold village, there is road side parking near the church and  primary 
school, make your way towards the junction of Dark Lane and School Lane. 
 

Lucy Morton - Reserves Officer 
lmorton@butterfly-conservation.org  07503 220191 

Is the Red Admiral now resident in Herefordshire? 

 

 On 6th March this year I recorded my first butterfly of the season. Rather surprisingly, this 
was not a Peacock, Small Tortoiseshell or Brimstone that one might have expected, but a            
Red  Admiral. 

 This large and vividly attractive 
species is a frequent visitor to gardens 
throughout the British Isles and one of our 
most well-known butterflies. It is            
unmistakable, with the velvety black wings           
intersected by striking red bands. 

 In the past, this butterfly was strictly 
considered a migrant to our shores, and 
unable to survive our winters, but       
sightings of individuals, like the one I saw 
in Ewyas Harold early in the season,     
indicate that in the south of England at 
least a small proportion of this species 
must now also be considered resident. 

 Doubtless, we can thank the effects 
of global warming for this change, even if 
the numbers of over-winterers are, at present, very small. 
In the summer, from late May onwards, these butterflies 
are supplemented by individuals that have originated in 
central Europe, so that the number of adults seen in any 
one year is therefore dependent on the number of migrants 
reaching the British Isles. Numbers, therefore, can fluctuate 
from year to year. In some years this butterfly can be     
widespread and common, in others rather local and scarce. 
However, this is a widespread species and can be found 
anywhere in the British Isle including Orkney and Shetland, 
frequenting seashore, town gardens, open country and 
woodlands to the tops of the highest mountains. Long term 
distribution and population trends both show a distinctive 
increase. The species is, therefore, not one of conservation 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


concern. 

 Adults may be seen throughout the year but there is build up in May and June as migrants 
arrive from the     continent to join the resident population. These breed and give rise to the next 
generation of adults with a peak   emergence between mid-August and early October. There is a 
single brood each year. On 28th July last year I had the pleasure of seeing a congregation of over a 
dozen of these attractive butterflies feeding on the sap of an oak tree in a woodland, in company 
with two Silver-washed fritillaries. They are also very fond of feeding on fallen and rotting fruit in the 
late Summer and Autumn. 

 
 The primary larval foodplant of the Red      
Admiral is Common Nettle (Urtica dioica) but it also 
uses Hop (Humulus lupulus), Pellitory-of-the-wall 
(Parietaria judaica) and Small Nettle (Urtica urens). 
Eggs are laid singly on the upper surface of a leaf of 
the foodplant and several eggs are   often laid in the 
same patch. They are light green at first but turn 
darker as the larva develops and hatch in about a 
week. 

 The larva live within a tent formed by folding 
the edges of a leaf together, emerging only to feed. 
As the larva grows it will form a new tent. The larva 
of this species is one of the easiest to find in a nettle 
patch, since its location is given away by a series of 
tents that are highly visible to the trained eye. The 
larva is usually found in the largest of    these tents. 
It has several colour forms, ranging from black, to 
greenish-brown to a very pale        yellowish-green. 
This stage lasts between 3 and 4 weeks, depending 
on temperature.  Several leaves are drawn together 
with silk to form a tent within which the larva           
pupates. It hangs head-down, attached to the roof of the tent by the cremaster. The head of the    
pupa is quite blunt - whereas those of closely related species often have two prominent horns. This 
stage lasts between two and three weeks. 

 I have little doubt that the Red Admiral is now a welcome addition to our resident group of          
butterflies. Unlike some of our more demanding species, they are easy to manage. You can help 
them by providing a clump of nettles in a sunny un-kempt corner of the garden. (and plenty of    

nectar sources in the flower garden.– ed)                               Ian Hart - Conservation Officer   

       West Midlands Branch Herefordshire 

          Spot the difference!  

 The white markings on 

the forewings of the  individuals 

in the photographs used to   

illustrate Ian’s article are        

different. There is an extra spot 

on the red band on the          

individual on the left: is this a 

recognised  aberration? 

about:blank#Common%20Nettle
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Reminisces of a childhood of Moths and Butterflies. 

 I was fortunate to have been a child at a time when many of our butterflies were really plentiful. 
It all started aged 6, catching butterflies on the neighbours Buddleia, then really upped a notch two 
years later when I caught a Humming-bird Hawk Moth. It was, I think 1958, when there was a big 
migrant influx and the human adults around me became ‘all excited’ by my ‘hummingbird’ and        
relevant articles that appeared in the papers. So ‘enthusiasm on fire’ aged 8, I was sent off to a          
delightful little boarding school at Grange-over-Sands in the southern Lake District. Now this, by 
chance, is a butterfly hot-spot [very, very hot] comparable with parts of Oxfordshire, the New Forest 
and the South Downs.  

 The whole school, masters and boys, were obsessed with lepidoptera, which was fabulous for 
me. Nearly all our spare time was spent searching outbuildings, tree trunks and walls for adult moths 
and on my very first day I found my first Merveille du Jour on a tree trunk.  

    

   Merveille du Jour                Brimstone                       Peacock                         Green Hairstreak  

 When spring came it was the Brimstone, Orange Tip, Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell 
soon followed by walks up onto Hampsfell and the ‘Happy hunting Grounds’. Here were plentiful 
Green Hairstreaks, camoulflaged on the fresh green leaves of bramble, Pearl bordered Fritillaries, 
Duke of Burgundy Fritillaries, Dingy and Large Skippers then later Small Pearl-bordered         
Fritillaries, Dark Green Fritillaries and High Brown Fritillaries. All these were plentiful on a sunny 
afternoon. The Silver-washed Fritillary was absent then, however occurs now, presumably due to 
climate change. There can be few other places in Britain that have 6 species of resident ‘Frits’ as well 
as ‘The Duke’ [of course not a true fritillary]. 

    

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary    Small Heath                    Wall Brown                   Common Blue 

Then there was Large Heath, Small Heath, Grayling and Meadow Brown, Wall Brown, Common 

Blue and Brown Argus.  

 All these have survived and present today, despite our childhood efforts. We caught them, 

killed them in a killing bottle with laurel leaves [the leaves when crushed emit hydrogen cyanide!], 

then pinned and set on setting boards to dry and finally to be placed proudly in the cabinet. In the 

summer a whole outbuilding was full of breeding cages and setting boards. Many moths were bred 

from caterpillars shaken from tree branches, or the big hairy Oak Eggar Moth and Drinker Moth  

caterpillars found marching about on the top of nearby hills [taking care not to handle them as they 

are intensely irritating if handled]. 



 Hours were spent half-way up Poplar trees [no health and safety for little muggins then!]     

turning over the leaves, searching for the little white pearls that are Poplar Hawk Moth eggs. We 

would then look after them through their 5 instars to pupation and adult moths. 

 Particular highlights of early childhood ‘lepidoptering’, were a school walk up Sca-fell Pike, 

England’s highest mountain, and at about 2500 feet a sizeable colony of Mountain Ringlets were 

found flying lazily in the sun. Another was a picnic near Satterthwaite underneath a defoliated oak 

tree surrounded by thousands of green Oak-tree tortrix moths. Then after the picnic, walking through 

a newly planted coniferous plantation catching both Wood Tiger and Clouded Buff.  [it was the era 

when tax changes to woodland management caused felling of deciduous woodland to be replaced by 

conifers].  

            

               Clouded Buff                              Chimney Sweeper                     Speckled Yellow 

 

Now we have moved on to day-flying moths. No    

shortage here either at the Happy hunting grounds, and amid 

the Early Purple orchids, were Speckled Yellow and Mother 

Shipton, and later that old favourite the Chimney Sweeper. 

All three so common we considered them weeds!  Then later 

Six-spot  Burnets emerging from their cocoons on grass 

stems so     plentiful that it was the morphisms that we looked 

for – ones with yellow spots, orange spots and once one with 

brown spots. Some had slurred spots and some Six-spot   

Burnets only had five spots. I never found one with no spots 

however! 

  Childhood morphed into adolescence, interest in           

lepidoptera continued and a widened into the broader aspects 

of entomology and botany. But I think I’ll stop there as you 

have surely had enough to make you as green as a hairstreak 

with envy.  

 

P.S. Of course we no longer kill moths and butterflies but       

admire them and photograph them. 

 

Paddy Matthews  

Drinker Moth larva 

Six-spot Burnet 



And Now For Something Completely Different 
 
 I have always been a collector of 
odds and ends and that was before the 
“Antiques Roadshow” came on the TV; 
book matches, beer mats, pump clips and 
railway advertising postcards have all had 
their day in my life, the latter still do. So 
what does this have to do with Butterflies 
and their conservation? Pin Badges! Over 
the last 30 or so years there has been a 
huge increase in their numbers and the 
RSPB very quickly picked up on that trend 
which has seen a proliferation in badges 
and collectors. Since 1997 they have   
produced many hundreds of badges for 
their own fundraising and also jointly with 
a number of different organisations and 
they no longer concentrate on birds but all 
forms of living organisms get chosen. 
Their first four badges were Bittern,     
Bullfinch, Puffin and Red Kite. Some 10 years again whilst queuing to pay at a local garden centre I 
noticed their collection box full of pins but one of the ones on the top was a Brimstone; I put a          
donation in the box and that was how it started for me. Every subsequent visit to a shop with a box 
resulted in a rummage, hopefully followed by a triumphal smile and another donation. Having built up 
a small collection of ten or so badges, two questions arose: 

1. How could I display them for they are beautiful in their own right? 
2. Could I use them to encourage the cause of Butterfly Conservation? 

 
Hence the hat! With a slightly thinning 

thatch and searching for butterflies on the 
sunniest days the need for a hat increased! 
So a hat was bought and the badges placed 
on it. The collection grew and people asked 
me about them; where, when and how. The 
hat has gone with me to Greece, Belarus, 
Bolivia, Romania, Switzerland and probably 
some other countries as well. When people 
see it they can guess what I am doing in their 
country and one of my interests thus raising 
awareness in those places. 

 
Butterfly Conservation actually caught on 

to the idea and eventually produced four 
badges of their own, and very nice they are 
too, although by the time they produced 
them a lot of the more showy subjects had 
been done by others usually the RSPB. Butterfly Conservations offerings were Marbled White, Small 
Copper, Emperor Moth and Adonis Blue. Unfortunately there have been no more as yet but hopefully 
this will change in the future. Recently the West Midlands Branch and the project manager, Rhona 
Goddard, produced a stunning badge of a Wood White feeding on a flower as a source of publicity for 
the project and the West Midlands Branch also produced a Comma to celebrate the branch’s 40th 
Birthday. 

Rajah Brookes Birdwing                                          Bhutan Glory    

Brimstone—the badge that started it all              Kaiser-I-Hind                 

BC’s offerings      Small Copper                    Emperor Moth                   

 Marbled White                                Adonis Blue            



 
 
The popularity of these badges has increased and 

some are available at greatly inflated profits for their sellers 
although many can still be obtained from the   charities or 
accredited sellers on ebay who pass on the profit. There 
are or have been other sets produced by enthusiasts     
including some beautiful European Butterflies including 
one of my personal favourites, the Camberwell Beauty. 
The Essex Wildlife Trust also produced a set of Butterfly 
pins. There is also a Facebook group entitled Butterfly Pin 
Badges and there are many available on ebay. 

 
I have managed to obtain or bought a few which I have 

shared with two of my granddaughters aged 8 and 5, they 
now have their own hats like Granddad’s. It might just    
encourage their lasting interest. If you know of any other 
sources both past and current please let me know I am 
slowly putting a list together. 
                                                                                                

Martyn G Davies - “Hat Owner”   

         

Health Note 

 The hat is now getting quite heavy to wear, and may 

cause a headache! You can’t always get Paracetamol or 

Ibuprofen—might be something to do with Covid 19 and 

panic buying. 

Wood White Project        West Midlands 40th B’day 

 

Part of “the Hat” showing Camberwell Beauty, Small 

Tortoiseshell Brimstone and two Brown Hairstreaks   

Upperside and Underside 

Trends in Haugh Wood 

This article is based on the Haugh Wood North transect records collated by Kate Wollen for the years 
2014 – 2019. 

 

Haugh Wood North 2014- 2019 

 

Skippers. 

There is concern about the decline in numbers of Small Skipper with a total count of 7 in 2019 being 
the highest for 5 years. 

Large Skipper numbers are healthier, and Essex Skippers almost certainly present, but difficult to   
detect by transect walkers. 

 

Whites. 

After the glorious summer of 2018, it was inevitable that numbers would decline. Only 4 records of 
Large White in 2019, with Green Veined White numbers down from 305 to 65. 



Orange Tip numbers peaked in 2017 with 20 records, but there were only 8 records in 2019. 

Wood White numbers were steady : 139 records in 2019 compared favourably with the long term 
average of 119 for the years 2006 – 2015. 

 

Blues 

Common Blue numbers peaked with 325 records in 2018, and there were 91 in 2019.Most of these 
records were in the wonderful section 7, full of Birds Foot trefoil, the larval foodplant. 

Small numbers of records for Holly Blue, Brown Argus and White letter and Purple hairstreaks. 

 

Nymphalidae 

Peacock numbers have shown a pleasing improvement since the low point of 7 records in 
2017.There were 28 records in 2019. 

2019 was a great year for Painted Ladies. Plenty of records for Red Admirals. 

Small Tortoiseshell numbers remain very low with only 1 record in 2018 and 2019. 

Pearl bordered Fritillary : no records since 2015. 

Silver Washed Fritillary :a steady population with 29 records in 2018 and 26 in 2019. 

 

Browns. 

Numbers of Gatekeeper/ Meadow Brown and Ringlet remain healthy. 

 

Summary. 

There is cause for concern for the following species : Pearl bordered Fritillary, Small Tortoiseshell 
and Small Skipper. 

 

Haugh Wood South 2015 - 2019 

Skippers. 

There is concern about the decline in numbers of Small Skipper with a maximum count of 24 in 
2018. 

Large Skipper numbers are healthier, with a high count of 51 in 2018. 

Whites. 

After the glorious summer of 2018, it was inevitable that numbers of Large White, Small White and 
Green Veined White would decline in 2019. 

Orange Tips : 5 year average  of 34 records with a maximum of 49 in 2018. 

Wood White numbers were good: 295 records in 2018 compared favourably with the long term   
average of 180 for the years 2015 – 2019. 

Brimstone : Numbers steady . Max 19 in 2018. 

Blues 

Common Blue : Max 79 in 2018, with a 5 year average of 39. 

Small numbers of records for Holly Blue, and White letter and Purple hairstreaks, the last two     



almost certainly under- recorded. 

Small Copper  : only 1 record in last 5 years. 

Brown Argus : 3 records in 2018, probably under-recorded. 

 

Nymphalidae 

Peacock numbers have shown a pleasing recovery in 2018/ 2019.  5 year average 30. 

2019 was a great year for Painted Ladies with 62 records. Plenty of records for Red Admirals with  a 
5 year average of 31. 

Small Tortoiseshell numbers remain very low with a 5 year average of only 6 records . 

Comma: Numbers steady, averaging 22 records per annum. 

Pearl bordered Fritillary: in terminal decline. 15 records in 2015, only 1 in 2019. 

Silver Washed Fritillary: a steady population with a 5 year average of 28. 

White Admiral: no records since 2016. 

 

Browns. 

Numbers of Gatekeeper, Meadow Brown, Ringlet, Speckled Wood remain healthy. 

 

Summary. 

Concern for these species: Pearl bordered Fritillary, Small Copper, Small Tortoiseshell, Small    
Skipper, White Admiral. 

 

My thanks to my fellow transect walkers and to Kate Wollen and Robin Hemming for coordinating 
the transect walks and the winter work parties. 

Bob Hall—County Butterfly Recorder 

 

(Transect records are based on the weekly transects walked by members over set routes through 
places of Butterfly Interest. Conditions apply such as time of year, time of day and weather           
conditions. The Haugh Wood North and South transects have been walked over a number of years 
now so give us the opportunity to detect trends more easily and accurately—Ed) 

Herefordshire  Butterfly Records 2019 

 

Records of Herefordshire butterflies are documented and archived using two methods. Firstly 
the monthly recording form for casual observations which are kept by myself and by directly imputing 
records into the on-line system called iRecord which is used by Butterfly Conservation and the      
Biological Records Centre to monitor national trends.    

 

In 2019 a grand total of 5,383 records were put into iRecord and 867 records collected by the 
casual record form,  though there may be some duplication. This covered a total of 37 species      
although 2 of these (Large Heath and Monarch) may not be fully validated due to possibilities of  
captive release and unlikely vagrancy. 



It was a great year for Painted Ladies and other nymphalid numbers seemed up. There were 
only a few migrant Clouded Yellows but both Small Pearl-bordered and Dark Green Fritillaries were 
found at various sites wandering the county. Species that are scarce and just hanging on in the 
County include Wall, Green Hairstreak, Dingy Skipper and Brown Argus but worryingly White      
Admiral was not reported at all. However, some of our nationally scarce species such as Wood 
White, Pearl Bordered Fritillary and Grizzled Skipper seem to be stable or doing well at their main 
sites.  

 

Skippers. 

Dingy Skipper this year now restricted to Ewyas Harold Common, with a maximum day count of 4. 
First date : 12/05. 

Grizzled Skipper mostly restricted to Ewyas Harold Common and The Doward with a day count of 
5. One record from Wellington Gravel Pit could indicated an expansion of known sites. First date : 
20/4 

Large Skipper found in good numbers. Max 7 from Haugh Wood. First date16/06 

Small Skipper : Plenty of records from Bunch of Carrots, Coppett Hill and Haugh Wood. Max count 
16. First date : 20/06 

Essex Skippers: Continue to be reported from good grassland sites. First date: 20/7 

 

Whites 

Brimstone maximum count of 5 from Haugh Wood. Otherwise quite widely distributed. First date: 
15/02 

Orange Tip : good numbers in the spring with a maximum count of 15 from Warham.  

First date: 27/03 

Green Veined White : good numbers again. 

Large and Small White : good numbers 

Wood White : High numbers at Wigmore with a peak count of 103. 2nd brood max 24 . Haugh Wood 
and Lords Wood numbers steady. First record : 20/04. 

Clouded Yellow :1 record form ab’helice’ from Checkley 

 

Browns. 

Gatekeeper : Plenty of records, max 110 from Haugh Wood. 

Marbled White ; Good numbers at Ewyas Harold Common and at Wessington and Nupend HWT 
reserves 

Meadow Brown : Plenty of records. 

Ringlet : Plenty of records. Common. 

Small Heath : common at Kington Golf Club. 

Speckled Wood ; Max count of 18 at Sned Wood. 

Wall : One record from Croft Castle, and one from Birches Farm. 

Fritillaries 

Dark Green Fritillary : records from Ewyas Harold Common, The Doward, The Weir Garden,     



Wigmore Rolls, Yatton Hill and a max count of 6 from Kington Golf club. 

Pearl Bordered Fritillary : 224 counted at Ewyas Harold Common, surpassed only in 2011 and 
2019. 12 at Coppett Hill, but only 1 from Haugh Wood. 

Small Pearl bordered Fritillary: 1 record from Ewyas Harold Common. 

Silver Washed Fritillary: Good numbers seen at Haugh Wood , Nupend,  Doward and Wigmore, 
where there was the highest count of 80. 

 

Nymphalidae 

Comma : Widely spread, but in small numbers, max 5 at Haugh Wood . 

Painted Lady : At last a year to rival 2009. Large numbers reported ,with a high  count of 80 from 
Wigmore 

Peacock : After the doom and gloom of recent years, Peacocks were  seen in huge numbers at the 
end of July and early August. High counts from Croft Castle, Haugh Wood, Mathon, Nupend  and 
Wigmore, max 92. 

Red Admiral : Good number of records, although not quite  as common as in 2018. First date: 
25/02. 

Small Tortoiseshell : Some slight recovery from 2018, with counts of 11 from Little Bury Farm, and  
19 from the Bunch of Carrots Wye. First date : 25/02 

White Admiral : No records. 

 

Blues. 

Holly Blue : plenty of records in both spring but fewer summer records.. Max 9 at Warham 

First record :28/03 

Common Blue : Few records, with numbers in decline. Max 21 from Haugh Wood. First date: 13/05 

Green Hairstreak ; single records from Coppett Hill in May and Pinnacle Hill, Malvern in June. 

Purple Hairstreak ; 3 at Haugh Wood South, 1 record each  from Hagley Court, Bartestree and    
Hereford City. 

White letter Hairstreak : Records from Haugh Wood South, Dulas and Paradise Wood ,              
Brockhampton. Max 2. Not found in the Doward this year despite searching. 

Small Copper : A few records in the Spring, fewer 2nd brood. 

 

Records from : Liam Bunce, Sarah Cadwallader, Martyn Davies, Ian Draycott, Tony Eveleigh,  
Dean Fenton, Susan Griffin, David Griffiths,  Bob and Penny  Hall, Geoff Hall, Peter Hall,  Ian Hart,        
Andrew Hurcomb, Giles King-Salter, Richard Kippax,  Robbie Ledlie, Stuart Moore, Lucy Morton, 
Beryl Petters, Jeremy and Katherine Soulsby, Jess Sly, Roger Smith, John Tilt, Heather Walker, 
Jane Wise.  

My grateful thanks to Ian Draycott for advice and helpful suggestions in writing this summary. 

Bob Hall  County Recorder 



A brief review of some of the more interesting Herefordshire (VC36) moth       
records of 2019 

 
 This will be a very brief and limited to just a few of the interesting Macro records because not 
all records are in the county database as yet and there are still some dissections and confirmations 
to be completed. If you have any records at all which as yet you haven’t sent off to Peter Hall (email: 
peter.herefordcmr@btinternet.com) 
both from last year or for that matter any year, please get them to him in whatever form you can. 
 
 My 2019 moth year was generally not very good but like any year it had its excitement. My 
garden here in Bodenham still produced two or three new Macro species for the list including a 
Dwarf Cream Wave, a long expected Lead Coloured Drab and two Small Ranunculus, proving they 
are not just confined to the urban areas. I guess I am a couple of miles from the railway line which 
seems to be their main avenue of spread, feeding on Prickly and other lettuces. Generally moth 
numbers were low as was species diversity. 
 
 Insect migration seemed slow with only brief periods of southerly 
winds, with a predominance of cool northerly winds. It was however a 
good year for Painted Lady butterflies with a small influx early in the year 
then a second generation came through in really good numbers leaving a 
few stragglers. Hummingbird Hawk-moths were also widely recorded. 
There was an exciting national influx of Bedstraw Hawk-moths in late July 
and early August. Herefordshire got its share; Steve Watkins was the 
lucky recipient, taking the 4th county record at Lugwardine on August 
2nd. Viv Lucas recorded a larva at Brampton Abbots on October 6th. 
What great records! Steve Watkins was also the lucky captor of a Pine 
Hawk-moth on July 26th......the third county record, and all since 2015, 
further evidence of the spread of this magnificent moth into our area. Oth-
er immigrants that I am aware of include the usual Silver Ys, Dark Sword 
Grasses, a few Vestals and Small Mottled Willows. 
 
 John Walshe had some interesting moths. He had a monopoly of 
the first 4 county records of L-album Wainscot, an expanding colonist, 
taking two in Whitchurch on 15th June and 20th July and two in his      
Hereford garden on 25th June and 28th June. He also continued the run 
of records of the now annual Obscure Wainscot in Hereford on 28th 
June.  His great run of Wainscots was preceded by the county's second 
Kent Black Arches record which reminds me, my Bodenham garden    
produced the 2nd Least Carpet record, another range expander. 
 
 Peter Hall has continued his frequent visits to our ancient       
woodlands and continued to get some great moths in his wonderful 
Bringsty Common garden. His records include good numbers of Barred 
Chestnuts at Wigmore Rolls. This is the only known Herefordshire site 

since 1968, and it is doing very well there. 
Peter plans to cover the nearby Mortimer 
Forest complex in 2020 to see if it occurs there as well. Rick Benson-
Bunch accompanied by Ann Allen recorded a now very rare Scarce 
Prominent in Reslaw Woods, the first county record for 12 years and 
a new location. Peter’s garden continued to produce Suspected   (it 
is the name of the moth—ed) records, he’s recorded it there, often in 
good numbers, each year since he moved there.  He also had a 
Southern Wainscot on 3rd August, a species more often encountered 
in damper areas. 

Bedtraw Hawk-moth above 

and Pine Hawkmoth below. 

Kent Black Arches 

Barred Chestnut 

about:blank


 After the first arrival of a Clifden Nonpareil in 2017, followed by 2 more in 2018, 2019 saw a 
marked increase in the splendid and rapidly expanding moth with at least another 6 records. One to 
look out for in 2020. I was away in the period they occurred and felt very left out. Hopefully it will be 
something more of us can look forward in this bleakest of years. 
 
Keep well and keep the records coming.     Robin Hemming 
 
 Small Eggar still occurs here and Phil Bradley recorded 
some in his garden trap in 2019. The webs are something to look 
out for if you can sneak outside safely. Brussels Lace continues to 
slowly expand its range eastwards and one to look out for          
especially around the Woolhope Dome area. Both JimWilkinson 
and Ian Draycott recorded Great Oak Beauty, a moth of old  
woodlands and not at all common here, with just 17 records going 
back to 1964. Lunar Thorn was also seen, another declining   
species and a very late flier in the night – myself at Wigmore 
Rolls, and seems to be the first county record for 2 years. Andy 
and Melissa Banthorpe recorded a Double Dart during one of their 
stays in the county, at Stoke Prior, another rapidly declining    
species. 
 
 Just to also update you on the county database progress. I 
am ploughing through paper records from Phil Bradley at the    
moment, one at a time. Mapmate tells me I have now entered 
67,043, but that will be out of date almost immediately as I’ll start 
more entry after writing this! The database, still in 2 locations    
currently now holds 445,087 records and it will be appreciably 
closer to a half million by the time I manage to finish it all.  It’s 
made producing an easy 2019 summary a bit challenging as I’ve 
been concentrating on older records, so a number of newest    
records still await inclusion. By 2020 conclusion, hopefully it will 
all be up to date. As I said in the Herefordshire Moth gathering 
back in January, for those attending, the plan is to make          
summaries, records, distribution maps and so on readily available 
to anyone who would like to know. They are your records. The 
plan for an on-line distribution atlas has been put on hold           
following the sudden and unexpected death of the programmer. It 
was due to go out just at the tragic time of his demise. We are 
looking at alternatives. It was a very sad bit of news in many 
ways. 

 
 Moth recording can be a 
solitary occupation and so    
hopefully you can all still get to 
record moths during this viral   
crisis. Remember I am here if 
you need any identifications or 
other help and I hope we are   
allowed to meet up during the 
summer, but meanwhile stay safe 
please.                         Peter Hall 



Your Local Officers and Work Party Organisers. 

 The following are officers of the West Midlands Branch and have specific responsibilities for           

Herefordshire.  

County Leader Dean Fenton                          fenton@littleburyfarm.co.uk     01568611575 

Conservation Officer & Ewyas Harold Reserve Manager Ian Hart     yellowrattle4@aol.com  01981 510259 

Moth Officer Robin Hemming        robinhemming@btinternet.com       01568 797351 

Butterfly Recorders  Bob Hall & Ian Draycott         randphall@gmail.com    01432 850623 

Moth Recorder  Peter Hall    peter.herefordcmr@btinternet.com 

Newsletter  Martyn Davies           martyn.davies808@gmail.com    01432 266703 

Regional Officers   Rhona Goddard   rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org    01746 762364 

Conservation Officer Lucy Morton    lmorton@butterfly-c0nservation.org  

These people are working to help the conservation of lepidoptera in Herefordshire - Thankyou 

Do you run a Moth Trap? Do you want to help? Do you want to take 

part in a little project? Can you recognise an Elephant Hawk-moth? 

 

 I am going to mark and release the Elephant Hawk-moths that appear in my 

garden using a permanent marker pen (It doesn’t hurt them! If you find one with a 

number on its wing can you let me know. 

 Better still I can give you  a pen and a set of numbers 

and you can mark your own and we can look for yours as 

well. 

 Why bother? See how many there are, do they move 

far? Do they fly randomly or do they head northwards? We 

are beginning to have a lot of knowledge of butterflies but 

precious little about moths. This will add a little more to our 

knowledge. 

If you can join me in this little piece of Citizen Science - Please. 

For more information contact me on: 

martyn.davies808@gmail.com 

Or Tel 01432 266 703 

11 Rowland Close, HEREFORD. HR1 1XF 

No need for us to meet I can 

post a pen to you and use email 

to contact each other or letter 

at the end of the season. 

mailto:peter.herefordcmr@btinternet.com


The much-anticipated book 'Moths of the West Midlands' is set to be published in May 
2020! #MothsMatter Butterfly Conservation West Midlands 

Check out the pre-publication offer from Naturebureau Ltd � 
www.naturebureau.co.uk/moths-of-the-west-midlands 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/mothsmatter?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/butterflyconservationwestmidlands/?__tn__=%2CdKH-R-R&eid=ARB2RAgTYZXXMamP-eH86ozjPxkJ2UKM9wJGXPbxt6t126X9V6RCowa5lwbTULbwaSnWfYZBYArxvv7H&fref=mentions&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/NatureBureau/?__tn__=%2CdKH-R-R&eid=ARDzJ3oObEF5-UxrC6DFT5ijE3AFzwv4UUceebTZhNA0u2kkUepcmx3_fAUtsqVWERl2FZogFyq0Ozdz&fref=mentions&hc_location=group
http://www.naturebureau.co.uk/moths-of-the-west-midlands?fbclid=IwAR1Zxk1fKfeDvMHi4bIM7nshP2Hni1SaVPj6j5VQ9jXXSHvIVvNJGTTZVAI

