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Dear member 

 I recall two things which as a child sparked my 
interest in butterflies: having our toilet outside and the 
local environment. On the underside of the flat toilet 
concrete roof I could always find a dozen hibernating 
Small Tortoiseshells and the odd Peacock. These I took 
for granted in the Spring, and then come Summer the 
mint which my father grew would always host several 
Small Coppers. Add to that the green lane at the back 
of our home which served as the daily route for cattle 
to come up from the river meadows for milking and 
which held a succession of Wall Browns. The tenth 
birthday gift of the Observer’s Book of Butterflies   
consolidated a childhood interest completed by the       
Autumn presence in the late 50s of the occasional 
Clouded Yellow on the local park flowerbeds - their 
presence brought an air of mystery to my                   
observations. 
 
 Without a local Branch newsletter in those days I remained unaware of the last Chequered Skipper 
colony which lay less than 20 miles from our East Midlands home - but as we had no car this was probably in 
any case beyond the range of my bike. 
  
 And of moths? Brimstone and Emerald moths were frequent at our window after dark and I recall a 
Poplar Hawkmoth on the school fence, although the record of a Hummingbird Hawk moth which I entered 
in my I Spy book could perhaps have been a Yellow Underwing as these were plentiful. I am however sure of 
my identification of many Garden Tiger caterpillars.  
 
  But enough nostalgia - time to look forward. The Garden Tiger is in serious decline and we no 
longer take the Small Tortoiseshell for granted. However to compensate we do have the spread of the  
beautiful Scarlet Tiger. Now these are much more common and have established colonies which breed   
every year on Green Alkanet - two of my 2018 sightings were whilst mowing the lawn and painting a        
window (welcome distractions). One was noted further north this summer at our Prees Heath reserve. 
 
 I have to confess that my knowledge of moths is more limited than butterflies so I have been struck 

Peacock - a ruby coloured butterfly to celebrate 

the 40th anniversary of the West Midlands 

Branch of Butterfly Conservation. 



Welcome to Newsletter 7 
 
 There are three events in the history of Butterfly Conservation which stand out as absolutely key in 
the growth and development of the organization. They are in chronological order: 
1. The formation of the society then known as The British Butterfly Conservation Society  officially on the 

5th April 1968 
2. The formation of the first local branch, The West Midlands Branch in July 1979 
3. The appointment of the first director for the society in 1990   
 
 Since those events much has happened! We now have over 30 reserves (35 on the website), we have 
a network of 32 branches covering the UK and the European Butterfly Group, which does a terrific amount 
of work across the continent. We have a membership of over 37,000 currently and many full-time and      
part-time staff all who are dedicated to the conservation of butterflies and moths. You are part of that 
group! So first of all a big “Thankyou” for joining in the first place, secondly a big thankyou for helping out at 
branch events, such as work days, helping man stands at shows such as the Malvern Spring Show and the 
Three Counties Show, writing articles etc for this newsletter, contributing to the various recording schemes 
for butterflies and moths. 
 
 We are celebrating 40 years of this  branch and we will be organizing our usual programme of events  
and hopefully some special events through the year, however we are announcing that the Society’s Annual 
Members Day in 2019 will be in our area and will  be held in Stourport, on Saturday, 16th November 2019  
and I would encourage as many of you as possible to go for the day. The business part, the AGM, does not 
last long and is far from boring, but the rest of the day always has lots of interesting speakers and displays to 
educate, entertain and inspire. If you have never been to one before make a note in your diaries or on your 
BC calendar and attend this year. It would be good if one of you who has never been before attends and 
writes a piece for a future newsletter on “Attending for the First Time”. 
 
 So far as I write this I have not received any further “artistic” offerings for the newsletter. You may 
recall that I issued a bit of a challenge to you in Newsletter 6 for poetry, paintings or other artwork to       
illustrate the aesthetic side of butterflies and moths. I promised to publish what I received, but perhaps to 
help you along I will try to bring some black and white sketches to the Member’s Evening. These were 

by a number of calls for Butterfly Conservation to give moths a higher profile. Indeed some at last year’s  
national Branch Chairs’ meeting wanted us to adopt a name change to Butterfly and Moth Conservation. 
That would cost, and I believe it is more productive to instead make sure moths figure prominently in    
planning and publicity. To me it appears this is already being done, with new leaflets, and with features in 
the national magazine “Butterfly.”’    
 
 So how can we respond to this challenge at a local level? You may have learned of plans for a new 
book on moths of the region as a companion volume to “Butterflies of the West Midlands” and whilst I want 
to avoid just repeating what is in the next Comma, members will have the opportunity to sponsor this      
initiative. I’ll also mention that the online moth atlas is in draft form and being considered by our County 
Moth Recorders. 
One last plea. We still need walks for our “40 Walks” booklet and for our website - please send these to 
Mike Williams as per his article in the Comma. And best wishes for a productive and enjoyable summer. 
 
 Peter Seal  -  Chairman, West Midlands Branch Butterfly Conservation  



drawn over 30 years ago by John Norton who worked at Ludlow  library. 
 
 The winter work party programme has taken place successfully throughout the winter and is only 
now just coming to an end, I managed to get to one in Mabley Wood where we were cutting scallops along a       
woodland ride to encourage the growth of nectar sources, etc by opening up the wood and letting more light 
reach ground level. The benefit of this and other work will be seen through the spring, summer and autumn 
in places such as Ewyas Harold Common, Haugh, Siege and  Mabley Woods, and at Nupend HWT reserve. 
The success of this work will be the recording of increased butterfly and moth activity in the newly created 
areas. 
 
 The book “Butterflies of the West Midlands” has made a profit for the branch and is still available if 
you don't have a copy - the  proceeds from the sale of any of the remaining copies will all go towards         
conservation in the West Midlands. We are now looking to produce more books again with profits going to 
the branch. The first is on the “Moths of the West Midlands” and is a joint publication with a commercial 
printer, the second is a follow up to April 2009 publication of “30 Butterfly Walks in the West Midlands” and 
for this new publication we need some new walks in Herefordshire which at the moment will be poorly    
represented. There is more on this included later.  
 
 We still need help with recording including certain parts of the county which are currently still under-
recorded; we have a number of new recorders entering their records on i-record or submitting them to Bob 
Hall and Ian Draycott, but I have included a map of the 10km squares  which make up Herefordshire (VC 36)
with the number of species recorded in each, any help with records for the “poor” squares would be useful. 
 
 One of the things I enjoy most about butterfly conservation is the “Peoples Science” aspect. I trained 
as a Marine Biologist and then came to live and work teaching Biology in Herefordshire, but since then I have 
been involved in conservation work in Romania (2012) on the Violet Copper and  Belarus (2018) on the   
Danube Clouded Yellow as well as running the White-letter Hairstreak Project for BC in the 1980’s. Obviously 
being retired I now have more time and I still think of little projects I would like to run, and one I  have in 
mind concerns the white spot on the Elephant Hawkmoth.  
 
 Last  year I trapped well over fifty Elephant Hawk-moths - Deilephila 
elpenor, far more than in previous years, but then I thought well are they 
different ones each day or are they the same ones being trapped over and 
over again? Take that thought on a bit and you start to look for distinguish-
ing marks by which you can begin to identify individuals. The two individuals 
shown on the right were caught within a day or two of each other and are 
both fresh specimens, but look at the difference in the white spots on their 
forewings circled in green. Other specimens had white spots which were   
anything but round and yet others where the spots were broken up. This 
year I intend to  carry out a mark and release not with the intention of       
calculating population size but firstly to identify individuals and secondly to 
get some indication of life expectancy for the moths. If any of you find an  
Elephant Hawk-moth with unusual white markings which you can              
photograph I would be interested in seeing them. Also if any of you can 
mark and release some moths it would be interesting to know if any of them 
turn up elsewhere, putting it another way, how mobile are they? If you are 
interested in this contact me for details. 



 I am also still interested in the spread of the Marbled White and would like any records people may 
have made last year and not submitted to our recorders or direct to i-record to let me have their sightings of 
this butterfly. 
 
 Below there is a challenge for you set by Bob Hall. Hopefully there is enough to keep you interested 
and busy doing your bit to help conserve Butterflies and Moths, remember anything you can do helps. 
Finally a very big thanks to all who have contributed to this Newsletter. 
                     Martyn Davies 

Bob’s Big Butterfly Bash 

 
Bob’s Butterfly Challenge  in celebration of 40 years of the Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation. 

 Try and see these 20 species  in Herefordshire during the months March to August . The months giv-
en are only approximate for flight time. 

 

March / April : Comma/ Brimstone/ Peacock/ Red Admiral and Small Tortoiseshell 

April/ May : Holly Blue/ Orange Tip 

May : Grizzled Skipper/ Dingy Skipper and Pearl bordered Fritillary. 

June : Wood White / Large Skipper. 

July :Purple Hairstreak/ White letter Hairstreak/ Essex Skipper/ Small Skipper/ White Admiral and Silver 
Washed Fritillary. 

August : Brown Argus and Small Copper. 

* If anyone finds this challenge too easy, look out for the dark form of the Silver Washed Fritillary Valezina, 
found in approximately 15% of females. 

* The challenge is essentially light-hearted, but the low numbers of  Peacock and Small Tortoiseshell in 
2018  show the need for good record - keeping. Grizzled and Dingy Skipper are only found in small numbers 
in  Herefordshire in very few places. 

* The last record of White Admiral in Haugh was 2010. Has it gone from the wood ? 

Records to be submitted to i-record as normal or to myself. 

Happy hunting ! 

Bob Hall 

PS If anyone finds all 20 species, please let me know. 

          Bob Hall  Herefordshire Recorder 

 

Why not get friends and relatives to sponsor you, £1000 / Butterfly !!!!! Well maybe 
not but all funds to go directly to conservation with a Herefordshire based project such as 
further work on the Wood White or Pearl-bordered Fritillary.                                       Editor 



Urgent Help - Please   Remember these books?  

 Both of them contain Butterfly Walks in Herefordshire. They have been           
successful in raising funds for the West Midlands Branch. In this the 40th anniversary 
years of the group they are hoping to produce another book, but they need more walks 
particularly in Herefordshire. Can you help?  There is a template to help you and if you 
want to submit a walk contact me for the template. We need to write them quickly and 
you wil get help with diagrams and maps. 

The following walks are included in one of two 
of the books: 

1.Bircher Common,  2.Coppett Hill,  3.Doward,  

4. Ewyas Harold Common,  5. Haugh Wood,  

6.Shobdon Hill Wood, 7.Wigmore Rolls  

The following areas occurred to me 
as possible subjects if anybody out 
there knows them well enough: 

1. Wessington Pastures and Broad-
moor Common, 2. Bringsty Common, 
3. Eastnor Park and Chase End, 4. 
Common Hill and Nupend 

Thursday, 28th March 2019 

From 7.00pm for 7.30pm start 

Church Hall, Eignbrook URC  

(between the Horse and Groom and The Beer in Hand) 

Pay parking at the Horse and Groom  

Photographs to see, what’s on in the summer, tell us 

what you want if we haven’t put it into the programme. 

Hopefully a pleasant evening for all. 

Tea and Coffee on arrival, plenty  of time for a chat. 



Butterfly Recording in Herefordshire 
 

The two diagrams to the right illustrate just how well we 
are doing with our renewed effort with recording the butterflies 
found in the county. The numbers along the left and bottom 
edges are the grid references for the 10Km Squares, so the 
10Km Square outlined in red is SO64. The number in the 10Km 
Square is the number of species for which we received records 
in 2018, in the case of our highlighted 10Km Square it was 19 
species.  

The second diagram gives the total number of species 
for each 10Km Square recorded in the five years from 2014 - 
2018 so for 10Km Square SO 36 (highlighted in green) the count 
is 32 species. 

It is worth remembering that the values for the 10Km 
Squares only partly in Herefordshire and along the Powys and 
Gloucestershire borders only include records that were made in 
the Herefordshire part of the 10Km Square. 

So what can we do in 2019? Certainly if you are out for a 
ride and want to see  and record butterflies a study of these 
mps will help you find “hotspots” to visit. However the records 
for the squares on the Western and Southern borders, in many 
cases, could do with additional records and if you could just 
keep your eyes open when in these areas and pass records on it 
would be helpful. 

John Tilt who is the West Midlands Branch Recorder and 
who provided me with these charts wrote “For casual recordings I 
assume that each 10km square should show at least 15  species 
over a 5 year period.  As you can see from the first 2 charts this is being achieved in Hereford which is very 
pleasing.  So we are looking for sites with some of our rarer species.“  

So there is our homework for the year 2019 and coupled with Bob’s Big Butterfly Bash should help 
to provide us with even more useful information about the distribution of our butterflies and some extra 
cash for conservation.          Martyn Davies 

    Coverage 2014 - 2018 No. of Species 

Coverage 2018 No. of Species 

Trends for Peacock - Aglais io, Small Tortoiseshell - Aglais urticae and the Marbled 
White - Melanargia galathea. 

 
 

Over the past few years there ha been a lot of in-
terest in the decline of the Small Tortoiseshell and the 
Peacock and also in the spread of the Marbled White. 
John Tilt also provided me with the following infor-
mation on the records for the these three species. Many 
thanks, John!  

 
The downward trend of the first two species is 

well illustrated by the graphs which only contain records 
for Herefordshire. However the spread of the Marbled 



White both in distribution and increased 
population is also shown by the graph and 
the maps. The Peacock and the Small     
Tortoiseshell, although their numbers were 
down, were at least recorded in all of the 
squares covering Herefordshire 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Martyn Davies 

Marbled White records 2018 

Marbled White records 

2016 - 2018 

Ewyas Harold Meadows Reserve and                                 
Ewyas Harold Common 
Annual Management Report 2018 
Lucy Morton Reserves Officer 
 

2018 was a busy year for both the reserve and the Common! 

The Meadows 

  Sheep arrived on 
the reserve in January 
2018, there were 9 of them and they belong to our neighbour 
so it is very convenient. They stayed until mid April and did a 
good job. They are grazing some of the meadows again this  
winter, 2018/2019.  

  In June the Hereford Meadows Network Facilitation 
Fund group visited the reserve looking particularly at the flora 
with  botanist Stuart Hedley.  

Cutter collector, and brush cutting on 

the slope.     

4 Welsh ponies belonging to another neighbour in 

the meadow that was cut for hay. 



 In September we had two fences replaced both of which had been flattened by the snow. 

 One of the issues we have had on the meadows is getting enough grazing animals on during the   
autumn and winter months and also getting the thistles and docks topped in July. Consequently, the grass 
has become overgrown and the small scrub, particularly the rose and hawthorns, has started to take over. 
So this October we had some of the fields cut and the vegetation collected by a contractor, it is something 
that I only want to have to do once, and we now have ponies 
and sheep that will graze in the autumn and winter. 

 In October the winter volunteer work parties that Ian 
Hart and I lead started. The main task this autumn has been 
clearing the fenceline in the small northern meadow so that the 
fence can be replaced. It has been quite a task, but Ian, Dilys, 
Sue, Dean, Jane and Robin have all worked extremely hard and 
finished the task. The fencing work will be done this spring 
when the ground dries out a bit. 

The Common 

 Last winter, scrub clearance was carried out on the 
Common, by both contractors and the BC volunteer group, led 
by Ian.  

 The amazing spring weather meant that numbers of Pearl bordered Fritillaries were very good, on 
the timed count carried out in May, 346 adults were seen, compared to 120 in 2017, and 53 in 2016.   
Bracken cutting has taken place this summer, some controlled, and some not planned;  a Commoner who 
has rights to cut and bale bracken for bedding cut a large area on the open, south facing slope where many 
of the adults were seen flying this summer. This 
particular Commoner has cut this area in the 
past, but not for 5 years, and it may be the high 
price of straw drove him to come back. Myself 
and Peter Jinman, Chair of the Commoners     
Society met with him and have asked that he 
cuts in other areas in   future.  We will have to 
wait and see if this affects the numbers of adult 
Pearls this summer.  

 I found a Pearl bordered larvae (on the 
next page, in red circle, I won’t win any prizes for 
photography!) in an area of bracken litter and 
sparse scrub which might indicate that they lay in 
areas that are sheltered and certainly have a lot of 
litter that becomes warm in the April sun. So it might be that although we saw a lot of adults on the south 
facing slope, they may not be choosing that area for breeding. So this year it would be good to try and carry 
out some larvae searches on the slope in the autumn or spring. 

 

Herefordshire Fungi Group – 14 members of this group visited the Common on the 7th November and    
carried out a fungi survey. Anyone interested in having a copy of the full species list should contact Lucy 
Morton lmorton@butterfly-conservation.org 
 

Ian at the end of a good days work, Saturday 26 

January 2019                             Photo Dean Fenton 

Area cleared by contractor, James Davies.     Photo J Davies 

mailto:lmorton@butterfly-conservation.org


Ownership of the Common 

 The transfer of the ownership of the Com-
mon is still progressing. The Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation ) CIO is being registered, and then 
once that has happened the transfer can go ahead, 
hopefully by the end of March 2019.  

Volunteer work parties  

Meeting at 10am at Cwm Hill entrance 

Tuesday 26th February, Tuesday 12th March, Satur-
day 16th March, Tuesday 1st April 2019 
 
Lucy Morton 
 
 
Thanks for all of the effort that goes into the work up on the common by everyone concerned. If you have 
not been up there you should!!!                                      Editor 

Haugh Wood Work Parties. 

These take place on the first Saturday of the month be-
tween November and March. They are organised by Kate Wol-
len and Robin Hemming. As with all work parties, numbers vary 
from day to day, but at our last meeting in  January there were 
19 of us, surely a record. This winter we have been clearing 
scrub on the corner/ crossroads by the bench on the south side 
of the wood. By clearing the scrub we are creating good light 
filled   forest edge habitat for butterflies. We hope this might 
encourage the development of violets, the foodplant of the 
threatened Pearl-bordered Fritillary. The clearance work is 
heading downhill towards Rudge End Quarry, a HWT reserve. 

Rudge End Quarry is a disused limestone quarry. There 
are a number of such quarries in the Woolhope dome, notably 
at nearby Nupend, another HWT reserve. The quarry was 
worked in the second half of the 19th Century.  The botanical 
interest in the quarry lies in the lime loving flora: Stinking     
Hellebore, Yellow-wort and Carline Thistle. On a recent work party , large numbers of Stinking Hellebore 
plants were seen on the steep south facing bank. Rudge End has been managed as a reserve since 1972, by 
agreement with Forest Enterprise. It is an SSSI. 

It is the intention of both HWT and Forest Enterprise to link this fine quarry with the rest of Haugh 
Wood. Highlight of the Saturday work parties are the excellent refreshments on offer. Award winning      
master chef Robin Hemming cooks up delicious soup and toasties to keep the troops happy, along with, 
sometimes, very  fine lemon drizzle cake. 

There is a very good craik on these days, the perfect antidote to winter gloom. Why don’t you come 
and join us in valuable work that enhances butterfly habitat in this very special wood, meet up with old 
friends, or make new ones, and have some outdoor  exercise to boot. 

You may recognise Kate Wollen and Robin     

Hemmings under their hats but the other         

gentleman is Szabolcs Safian a lepidopterist from 

Hungary known to many of us. An ardent conser-

vationist of butterflies in Hungary and elsewherer 



Thanks to Robin and 
Kate.       

                                                                                                            
Bob Hall 

 

Contact details for all 
local officers and work party 
organisers are given at the 
end of this newsletter. 

I don’t just do it for the cake! 
 
 When a friend suggested I might like to join her on a butterfly habitat improvement work party, I 
asked her what would be involved. She explained that we would be improving the habitat in local woods 
and pastures to create corridors for the butterflies to spread more freely and also to encourage their plant 
foods to grow unencumbered by brambles and dense or inappropriate planting. It could be hard work, but 
very rewarding and I could choose how often I wanted to take part. I must have hesitated, because before I 
could give her my answer, she said oh and there is usually cake provided to go with your coffee. Well, how 
could I refuse such an offer! 
 
 I try to volunteer twice a month. I have made new friends and met some very interesting and 
knowledgeable people who love to share their knowledge about all aspects of local wildlife and habitat 
management. Yes, it can be hard work, but entirely at your own pace and there are lots of laughs along the 
way, not to mention the cake and sometimes even home-made soup if we are lucky. 
 
 It is a nice feeling to know that we are 
making a difference to the butterflies as well as 
giving a  helping hand to nature in general; lots of 
creatures, insects and birds benefit from the work 
we do. 
 At the end of a session it gives everyone 
great pleasure to stand back and see the amount 
of work the group have done, and an even  greater 
pleasure when you return at a later stage in the 
season to see the fruits of your labours in the form 
of healthy growth and hopefully, lots of moths and 
butterflies. 
 
 Another bonus as far as I am concerned is that I get to visit sites that I might not otherwise see, as 
we also work in conjunction with the Wildlife Trust, Forestry Commission and local Woodland owners.  
Seige and Mabley Woods on Woolhope Dome are privately owned and managed with wildlife as a priority, 



we have been helping to ‘widen the rides’ in the woods as this is known Wood White territory, the owner 
generally works alongside us and it is refreshing to work with someone who really does put nature first. 
 
 So, if you like to make a difference in nature, enjoy good company, fresh air, learning new skills and 
cake, why not join us on our next work party - a much better way to improve your fitness than spending 
hours and pounds in the gym!         Sue Griffin 

Some Notes on the Moths in Herefordshire 2018 
 
The Moth recording in Herefordshire in 2018 was really characterised by the extremes of weather 

experienced. March and Early April saw the arrival of the 'Beast from the East' which covered much of the 
county in a foot of snow on two occasions along with some severe frosts. This was followed by a rapid thaw 
leaving waterlogged fields which rapidly developed into a lovely Spring and then a very hot dry Summer. A 
nice Autumn was accompanied with some very strong Southerly blows in October and November. Summer 
temperatures in Europe were the highest on record and I expected a very good year for Butterfly and Moth 
immigration. This largely failed to materialise until the Southerly blows of October and November. 
           Resident moths had very mixed fortunes.......some species failed to appear at all in my garden (Small 
Elephant Hawkmoth, Coxcomb Prominent). Many ground pupating species such as Large Yellow Underwing 
seemed in low numbers at least initially in the Summer. Some scarce species seemed to do extremely well. 
Gold Spot, Dog's Tooth and the declined Mouse Moth did very well here. 

 In early April in the Bodenham  area there were three records of Small Eggar which is now seen 
nearly annually in this part of the Lugg valley. Two Red Sword Grass were trapped on April 17th and 21st 
these may have originated from a more upland area. Early May produced Herefordshires' 2nd and 3rd    
records of Mompha jurassicella along with 3 Buttoned Snouts as they emerged from hibernation. June was 
a busy month but not much new appeared here though it was good to see a number of the recent colonist 
Grapholita lobarzewskii. 

 Also in Peter Hall's trap was an unexpected county first, a Platytes alpinella a generally rare     
crambid normally found only in the South East? Possibly dispersed by heat and drought? July  saw the first 
record of Clouded Magpie for my garden though it is an elm feeder and there is plenty of elm in the area. 
Metalampra italica, another colonist occurred regularly through the month so seems well established. 
More surprising were the appearance of Catoptria margaritella and the tiny  macro Marsh-oblique barred 
with another of the latter at Whitchurch (2nd and 3rd county record). These wetland species were possibly 
displaced by the drought. Early August produced another Wetland wanderer in my Bodenham garden with 
a Webb's  Wainscot, an expanding species but a first County record. The tiny tortrix Pammene spiniana, 
long thought extinct in the county, appeared three times in my trap. It has appeared four years in a row 
now but as yet nowhere else in Herefordshire. The lovely crambid Agriphila latistria was another nice      
surprise. August 20th saw a very pleasing 2nd brood Eyed Hawkmoth, testimony to a long hot Summer. 

 Elsewhere the Summer produced some great records. John Walshe trapped Juniper Webber at 
Whitchurch closely followed by the fist county record of Cypress Carpet along with several Ruddy Carpets 
and Great Oak Beauties. July he found along with the Marsh oblique-barred a European Corn borer, several 
Silky Wainscot (I believe the first VC36 records) and in Hereford a lovely Gold Spangle, probably a wanderer 
from Wales. In August he found the first Garden Dart in the county for many years. Peter Hall found the 
second county site for Bilberry Pug at Wigmore Rolls. It maybe elsewhere on heathy sites in the North of 
the county. 

Probably the most exciting records of the year occurred in October when both John Walshe at 
Whitchurch and Ray Birchenough trapped the counties 2nd a 3rd County record of Clifden Nonpareil.  This 



magnificent blue riband species has long been sought as a rare migrant (Ray trapped one many years ago 
in Hampshire and released over 100 from eggs reared from this specimen) but it is now securing resident      
status in the Thames corridor and may well spread into our area. We have plenty of Aspen which is the 
larval foodplant. 

There were a few common immigrants; Silver Ys, Dark Sword Grass, Rush Veneers, Hummingbird 
Hawks reported along with occasional Painted Ladies and Clouded Yellows, over the Summer. It wasn't  
until the exceptional Southerly gales of mid October that the migrant tap really got turned. I was on the 
Scilly Isles but some of our Scilly specialist moths got blown further inland. I know of two Palpita vitrealis 
in mid November (1 Bodenham, 1 Whitchurch) plus a Scarce Bordered Straw in Whitchurch. During the 
same period Paddy Matthews at Longtown trapped the county's first White Speck. Normally a regular on 
Scilly but very scarce elsewhere, numbers were found in many counties in the UK. Paddy also trapped a 
Scarce Bordered Straw and Large Wainscot. 

 The year ended quietly but a late series of the common moth Mottled Umber were all new for my 
garden so appear to have had a good year. As I write, in February, the winds are coming from Southern 
Europe and beyond; migrant moths are arriving in the South and west. Fingers crossed! Thanks to all those 
who sent me records of their most notable sightings.      Robin Hemming 

We thought you might want to see some of my pictures of the more unusual moths John found 

last year in Herefordshire. Most of these are mentioned in the county review written by Robin 

Hemming above. 

 

Cypress Carpet  Clifden Nonpareil   Great Oak Beauty                              

Thera cupressata                       Catocala fraxini   Hypomecis roboraria 

Silky Wainscot                    Scarce Bordered Straw      Garden Dart         European Corn-borer  

Chilodes maritima              Helicoverpa armigera         Euxoa nigricans                  Ostrinia nubilalis         



Broom-tip    Ruddy Carpet    Juniper Webber                   

Chesias rufata                                         Ctarhoe cuculata                                    Dichomeris marginella 

Gold Spangle                 

Autographa bractea 
Papita vitealis 

Birch Mocha                

Cyclophora albipunctata Brown-tail                  

Euproctis chrysorrhoea 

Lovely photo’s, thankyou John 

Letter from under the Black Mountains. 
 
THE MIGRANT INFLUX OF MID-NOVEMBER 

 Most moth migrant influxes appear in the summer months. This year was an exception as over a few 
warm still nights 5th to 8th of  November  [when many people have put away their moth traps for the winter] 
an influx of unusual moths occurred. First the Turnip moth on two occasions, then Red Sword Grass and 
White Speck, Large Wainscot and Scarce Bordered Straw [an agricultural pest  of Southern Europe and 
North Africa].  Moral of the tale don’t put away your moth trap too soon! 

Paddy Matthews  Longtown. Herefordshire  
 
 

Red Sword Grass 

- Xylena vetusta 

White Speck -  

Mythimna unipuncta  



Turnip Moth - 

Agrotis segetum 
Large Wainscot - 

Rhizedra lutosa 

Scarce Bordered Straw–               

Helicoverpa armigera 

Green-brindled Crescent              Barred Sallow              Red-green Carpet            Campion                               

Allophyes oxycanthae                   Tiliacea  aurago          Chloroclysta siterata        Sideridis rivularis 

Small Bloodvein - 

Scopula imitaria                                                              

Beautiful Golden Y -  Autographa pulchrina 

Beautiful Golden Y -  

Autographa pulchrina 

Ruby Tiger -                   

Phragmatobia fuliginosa                                    

Green Silver-lines -  

Pseudoips prasinana 

Moths from my trap 2018. 

A selection of some of the moths taken in my 

city garden in 2018. They have been  selected 

for their “artistic” colours and or shape. If 

you have never been to a Moth Night or 

Moth Breakfast you are missing out on these     

stunning insects. 

    Martyn Davies 



Wood White project highlights 

Making a Stand for the Wood White project sadly     
finishes in just six weeks. I have thoroughly enjoyed working 
on this successful project and my heartfelt thanks to all         
volunteers, partners and supporters that have made my last 
three years so enjoyable.  It’s been hard work but very          
rewarding to see a nationally rare species of butterfly respond 
so positively to targeted habitat management works in     
Shropshire, Hereford and Worcestershire. 

Since the project started in 2016, Wood White     
butterflies have been recorded at 36 sites across these three 
Counties (23 of these being in Herefordshire).  Breeding has 
been observed at 9 of these sites, increasing the number of 
known breeding colonies in our region from 12 in 2016, to 21 
in 2019.  Three of these breeding colonies are due to project 
funded Wood White reintroductions. 

One of my most eagerly anticipated events was 
meeting at 6.30am to reintroduce a small number of Wood 
Whites, hoping it didn’t rain and that the butterflies wouldn’t 
leave the site once they were released. We sat waiting for the 
day to warm up, hoping that we would get to see normal (not 
stressed) flying, feeding and egg-laying behaviour and knowing that we would be returning a few weeks 
later to search for the equivalent of a “needle in a haystack”, Wood White eggs.  All this waiting and 
searching can be excruciating, but when it works and Wood Whites are still thriving years later, it’s          
exhilarating!  

At Monkwood, just two years after the initial reintroduction, almost 300 adults were seen in one 
day and 254 eggs were discovered during three site visits.  Expansion into the surrounding landscape has 
been observed with Wood White adults seen at three neighbouring sites. 

Targeted practical works have taken place at 10 sites across the region.  Working together we      
created approx. 3ha of open space at two key Forestry Commission sites, Wigmore Rolls and Bury Ditches, 
clearance of 3.5ha of coppice and ride-edge at Haugh Wood and 0.3ha of ride-edge management and open 
space creation at a number of Herefordshire Wildlife Trust nature reserves in the Woolhope Dome area. 

60 site visits/habitat assessments were completed on privately owned and partner owned land 
which not only led to the discovery of new occupied sites, but also enabled Butterfly Conservation to      
advise, support and influence future management works on these key butterfly locations. 

Astonishingly approx. 2400 people have attended and supported over 80 project events across the 
region since 2016, including 25 conservation work parties.  My sincere thanks to all who supported these 
events, without you we would never have achieved such great results.  Special thanks go to volunteers 
from West Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation and the Herefordshire Butterfly Group.   

Making a Stand for the Wood White project, which was made possible by a grant from the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund, finishes soon.  However, this is by no means the end of our work to conserve the 
Wood White as there is a very strong commitment from the West Midlands Butterfly Conservation to     
continue this work. Further funding bids are in the pipeline and, if successful, we hope to extend our work 
to cover more sites. I’d like to thank everyone for their support so far and remind people to submit all 
Wood White sightings using iRecord.    Rhona Goddard - Wood White Project Officer 



Archenland Wildlife Garden  
Jan/Feb 2019 

 Spring has sprung! Lots of changes here 
over the past year. I used to grow veg but I’m now 
too old and crippled to manage any more so the 
whole ¼ acre is being given to the wildlife. I always 
wanted to do this and now is the time, but it 
means things need to be different so the garden 
looks somewhat devastated at the moment.  

 In this part of the garden beds have come 
out, plants replanted so the area will be given to 
grass and wildflowers. In the meantime, you can 
see a couple of big bushes – the Viburnum         
bodnantnese and the Viburnum opulus – both need some attention and remedial pruning. They’ve       
certainly run away from me over the past few years and are crowding out the fig tree too much. So I and 
my gardener, Kevin, are having a go … I always try to follow nature’s lead. 

 Winter is a good time to work on structure. Some elderly rose 
bushes had decided to pop their clogs so out they came and I replanted 
new ones. I always add mycorrhizal fungi to help the plants. Science has 
found they feed, take up water and even communicate through the     
mycorrhiza. Plants are amazing!  

 Kev and I have replanted the plants from the beds above here, 
under the birch tree by the pond. They’re all plants that do well here and 
have self-seeded, like borage, wild purple salvia, lady’s mantle, and     
lungwort, they’ll be happy in their new home. 

 I love roses and have lots but not in “rose beds,”. They are part of 
the meadows, along with other insect-loving plants. Winter pruning gave 
me lots of cuttings so I hope to grow more David Austin’s Mutabilis; it’s 
adored by bees and flowers continuously all summer. 

 Wildlife gardening is not about being tidy, on the other hand you 
can make your patch both wildlfie friendly and 
beautiful. Be a bit  adventurous with your 
wildlflower meadows don’t stick meticulously 
to the rules. My teacher at Pershore said, 
“plants haven’t read the books”! They love to 
grow, if you watch how they are in the wild, 
follow their lead, it works. Criteria … do the 
plants grow well there? Does the wildlife enjoy 
it? If yes, then go for it. 

 

 I encourage larger birds, mammals and 
water life too. This is Moorhen Island, looking 
very bare right now but in a couple of months 
the plants will be up and Mr Moorhen will have 



set up the nest. Moorhens have nested here for a good 
few years but last year their island fell to pieces,           
fortunately after the chicks left, so we built them a new 
one. Hope they like it!  

 Wildlife gardens, like all gardens, are continuous 
works-in-progress and mine’s no exception. Winter’s a 
busy time, so much to do to help the plants and the    
wildlife; right now all the life is working like the clappers 
underground but in just a very few months it’ll all be     
burgeoning and beautiful,  looking like this again … 

 

 Archenland will be open for the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust on Sunday 24th June;    
hopefully with one of the wildlife experts giving us a wee talk. Looking forward to meeting 
you.                                                            © Elen Sentier 

Making our Wildlife Cottage Garden. 

We moved to our cottage almost seven years ago and    
inherited a large garden which was mainly grass with a few       
mature trees (lime, holly, copper beech, Bramley  apple) and 
some neglected shrubby beds. So we had basically a blank canvas! 
Our aim was to create a cottage garden with the traditional roses, 
clematis and so forth but with the emphasis on wildlife. 

Our neglected lilac trees, overgrown with ivy, make 
nesting sites for birds and hiding places for fledglings and are 
much loved by the Holly Blues. It is important to allow ivy to      
mature and fruit. It provides food, when in flower, for Red          
Admiral, Tortoiseshell, Painted Lady, Speckled Wood and Holly 
Blues. At this stage ivy is abuzz with bumblebees, honey bees and many different hoverflies. The fruits are 
taken later in winter by all the thrushes and by wood pigeons. 

We weeded and tidied up these neglected beds and under-planted with insect friendly plants like 
bugle, primroses, cowslips, honesty and lungwort. New flower beds and borders were cut from the grass 
and raised beds for vegetables and a pergola for roses, clematis and honeysuckles built. 

For the new planting we had a few simple rules. We would only use plants that should thrive in our 



conditions, “good doers”, and no modern “doubles. Doubles are modern hybrid plants, although attractive 
to our eyes, they are often sterile offering no food opportunities to wildlife. The simpler, single flowers offer 
nectar and are easy for insects to access.                                                                                                                          
 We give below a list of plants that have proved to be both easy to 
grow and particularly attractive to our butterflies and moths. 

Spring plants 

These plants provide the first nectar sources of the year and are        
invaluable for Orange tips and early bumblebees etc.                                        
Hellebores  These provide perhaps the earliest source of nectar. Honesty, 
Garlic Mustard, Aubreita, Hesperis (Sweet Rocket), Pulmonaria (Lungwort), 
Centaurea montana (Common blue Cornflower), Primrose & Cowslip 

Summer Plants 

Verbena bonariensis.  This is invaluable. Everything loves it. It is a     
prolific self-seeder and to see a mass of it full of hoverflies and butterflies is 
one of the joys of summer. Any unwanted plants can be lifted and given 
away. ‘Lollipop’ is a shorter neater version. 

Origanum vulgare. (common oregano) Especially good for Gatekeep-
ers. 

 Buddleia.  We have several large shrubs which are pruned hard in 
March. Buddleia produce seeds which sow themselves readily. We let these 
seedlings grow and mingle in the borders until they become too large then 
we lift them out and move them to   become part of our boundary hedges. 
The dwarf buddleias are equally attractive to butterflies. All of our visiting 
butterflies and a number of moths including Hummingbird Hawk moths come 
to   buddleia. 

Nepeta (Catmint)   Cut hard back at the end of July for a second late 
flush to help butterflies. 

Scabious. (Macedonia and cultivars like ‘Perfecta’), Ox-eye daisy, 
Anthemis tinctora,  Eryngium, Valerian, Linaria, Honeysuckle, Achillea, 

Evening Primrose. For moths and also possibly a larval food plant for 
Red Admirals. 

                          Late summer/Autumn 

            Eupatorium (Joe Pye Weed), Sedum, Phlox, Lythrum                                          
 (LLoosestrife), Aster Frikartii ‘Monch’. 

 

                       And finally last year we built a wildlife pond..  
 but that’s another story. 

 

 

Happy gardening!                       Paul and Val Russell 

Comma on Verbena  

bonariensis 

Female Gatekeeper on 

Scabious 

Female Silver-washed 

Fritillary on Buddleia 

Mint moth on Nepeta 
(catmint)  



The Summer Heat, Drought and Butterflies. 

 After the horrible spring the summer developed into a hot dry     
period that saw grassland and wild flowers on the Malvern Hills become 
prematurely brown and parched like the onset of an early autumn.  I must 
mention that my garden remained rather greener being on the spring line 
in Upper Colwall, and rarely dries out completely. 
 
 I record the butterflies in my garden for the scheme run by     
Butterfly Conservation and I also walk a weekly transect at a local nature 
reserve as part of the national recording schemes, which aims to monitor 
butterfly populations all over the country over a period of now 20 or so 
years and still ongoing.  My butterfly colleagues and I were concerned as 
to the effect this drought might have on late summer butterflies.  We need 
not have worried, although we now worry about 2019.   
 
 The brown butterflies of mid and late summer were much as usual. 
But three species did very well; namely the Small Copper, Common Blue 
and Brown Argus.  I would like to discuss the latter two species which are 
related, of similar size and both grassland species. The 2nd brood of Com-
mon Blues flew from the 3rd week of July to the 1st week of September and 
was one of the best years I have recorded and they made several appear-
ances in my garden after a few poor years.  The males are a brilliant sky 
blue but the females are brown with a blue suffusion towards the base of 
the wings and body. 
 
 But, excitingly I also had several visits from Brown Argus butterflies 
which despite their name are closely related.  The Brown Argus is a species 
that has been increasing and spreading in recent years.  This good news 
follows the changes in the caterpillar’s diet, which was formerly a special-
ist feeding almost exclusively on Common Rockrose (Helianthemum num-
mularium).  Now it is eating Dove’s-foot Crane’s-bill (Geranium molle) and 
Common Stork’s-bill (Erodium cicutarium), two plants which have done 
well recently, having benefited from farming set-aside practices.  I had 
several specimens appear in my garden during July and August which were 
the first I had ever recorded here. 
 
 Both these butterfly species sometimes rest with their wings folded 
over their back rather than flat.  When in this position the undersides of 
the wings show and the two species are almost indistinguishable, although 
experts can identify differences in the arrangement of the spots.  I wait till 
they open their wings to confirm my identification which usually only in-
volves a second or two delay. 
. 
 
 
 
 

The local Nature Reseve on 
23rd July 2018. 

A male Common Blue 
(Polyommatus icarus ) on 
Wild Marjoram (Origanum 
vulgare). 

Female Common Blue P. 
icarus on Ragwort (Senecio 
jacobaea). 

A male Brown Argus (Aricia 
agestis) on Wild Marjoram 
(Origanum vulgare) . 



Your Local Officers and Work Party Organisers. 

 The following are officers of the West Midlands Branch and have specific responsibilities for           

Herefordshire.  

County Leader Dean Fenton                          fenton@littleburyfarm.co.uk     01568611575 

Conservation Officer & Ewyas Harold Reserve Manager Ian Hart     yellowrattle4@aol.com  01981 510259 

Moth Officer Robin Hemming        robinhemming@btinternet.com       01568 797351 

Butterfly Recorders  Bob Hall & Ian Draycott         randphall@gmail.com    01432 850623 

Newsletter  Martyn Davies           martyn.davies808@gmail.com    01432 266703 

Regional Officers Dr Jenny Joy     jjoy@butterfly-conservation.org   01952 249325 

                                Rhona Goddard   rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org    01746 762364 

Conservation Officer Lucy Morton     

 

These people are working to help the conservation                                                                                                           

of lepidoptera in Herefordshire - Thankyou 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A male Brown Argus A. agestis showing the       
underside of the wings nectaring on Wild           
Marjoram O. vulgare. 

 
Photographs and article by David Taft  

The male Common Blue P. icarus showing the 
underside of the wings and blue suffusion on 
the wing bases and body. 


