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Dear members,
Welcome to a new venture. This newsletter marks a step forward in
the work of the West Midlands Branch and I would like to commend
Martyn for initiating this. One of the things we are trying to achieve is a
more local approach to member involvement.
Herefordshire is a County rich in butterflies with areas waiting to be
discovered. Whilst we do not have many members in the County there are
already some good examples of work to protect our butterflies, for
example our reserve at Ewyas Harold and partnership with the Forestry
Commission in Haugh Wood.
(The Comma—Polygonia c-album )
The meeting we held on February 4 was well attended and I hope a springboard for continued
activity. One major initiative on the horizon is our book “Butterflies of the West Midlands.” This has now
been completed and is at the printers, so those of you who have ordered a copy at the reduced price of
£13.95 should receive a copy in your post in the next few weeks. It is available at this price if purchased
before April 1st, and features several good walks in Herefordshire. (Go to the section later on Guided Walks
to see a copy of a draft page of the book).
At the meeting it was decided to look out for two key species, the Marbled White, (Melanargia
galathea) which is spreading, and the Wood White (Leptidea sinapis) which is in national decline.
Herefordshire and Shropshire are bucking the trend in being one of the UK’s strongholds. Butterfly
Conservation has just learned that the Heritage Lottery Fund has agreed to fund “Making a Stand for the
Wood White”, our project to help this species spread back in its key areas and recolonize lost sites. So if
you can help with efforts to records these two species, please see the articles later in the newsletter.
I wish you a good summer.
Peter Seal

West Midlands Chair

Butterfly Conservation

Your local officers
The following are officers of the West Midlands Branch and have specific responsibilities for
Herefordshire. I would like to thank them for the work they are doing. Long may it continue!
Regional Officers Dr Jenny Joy and Rhona Goddard, County Leader Dean Fenton, Conservation Officer
(Herefs) Ian Hart
Moth Officer Robin Hemming, Ewyas Harold Reserve Manager Ian Hart
These people are working to help the conservation of lepidoptera in Herefordshire - Thankyou

Greetings and welcome to Newsletter No 1 of the local Herefordshire Group of the West Midlands
Branch of Butterfly Conservation! Having got that mouthful out of the way I hope you enjoy the contents of
this issue and find the information contained within it, useful.
This newsletter has been produced following a number of requests from members who attended the
meeting in Hereford on 4th February, where we discussed the formation of a local group and what that
group should seek to do to satisfy the requirements of our local members. The formation of local groups is in
line with the policy of the West Midlands Branch of Butterfly Conservation who are keen to see them grow
to provide a more local service to members
Everyone who joins Butterfly Conservation, automatically joins their local branch, ours is the West
Midlands Branch and this will, as far as I am aware, continue to be the case, this of course also means that
you will continue to receive your copy of ‘The Comma’.
The meeting highlighted two major issues for members and there was a lengthy discussion of the first
issue and some information on the second which I have investigated and I am now in a better position to
explain!
Firstly “Recording” in particular a system of “on-line casual recording” which means when I see
another Silver-washed Fritillary in my back garden which has only happened once in forty years how do I
enter the record for posterity. At the moment there is no single system adopted throughout the country. The
Branch Chairman Peter Seal has promised to investigate this and will discuss and report back in due course,
in the meantime we have to try and carry on as best we can and more information will appear later in this
newsletter.
Secondly many members did not receive the email giving details of the meeting and sent out by head
office at Peter’s request. It would appear to be long term members who missed out and so, as promised, I
contacted head office and they have recently become aware of the issue which is due to a problem with
merging databases and which they are now hoping will be corrected following an upgrade to the system
employed. They have sent me a list of members with a ‘HR’ postcode and we will attempt to collect emails
locally and use them for making contact wherever possible in the future only using postal services where
members do not have email addresses.
We have always known that members join Butterfly Conservation for a number of reasons;
including to learn more about the butterflies to be found locally and where they may go in order to see
them . They would not claim to be experts but have a desire to learn more. It is imperative that local groups
and branches provide a service to those people. So articles that fit this “bill” and local walks around
Herefordshire hot spots are going to be useful. As a group we must try and organise a small number of field
meetings and evening meetings to help as well as publicising the West Midlands Branch Meetings; members
already receive details of the latter through the ‘Comma’.
We must remember the Moths. Many species are suffering just as some butterfly species are
suffering with range reductions, loss of habitat, etc. Details of some Moth events are publicised elsewhere in
this newsletter and I would encourage as many of you as possible to go. Finally there are the work parties
that are organised by Robin Hemming and Ian Hart to help with the conservation of the Pearl-bordered
Fritillary (Boloria euphrosyne) in Haugh Wood and on Ewyas Harold Common, and with Siege Wood on the
Woolhope Dome. More help would be appreciated next autumn and winter. We will publish details later in
the year. Finally thanks to Robin Hemming, Ian Hart, Dr Jenny Joy and Peter Seal for their help with this
newsletter.
If you have any ideas or comments they would be welcome especially from newer members; in the
first instance they can be sent to me at martyn.davies808@gmail.com or by post to 11 Rowland Close,
Hereford. HR1 1XF.

Request for Help
Following on from the recording project “What have we
got” carried out jointly with the Herefordshire Wildlife Trust to
systematically record the butterflies on all of their reserves the
conservation officers of the trust have asked if we could monitor
some of their more important reserves in terms of Butterflies.
What is required is a volunteer(s) to visit the following reserves
on four occasions through the year; Early May, Early June,
Mid-July and Late August. We are only recording presence and
absence; records can be sent to me and I will forward them to the
trust.


The reserves are as follows:



Doward Reserves



Fownhope Reserves (excluding Nupend)



Sturts (in between Letton and Kinnersley)



Upper Welson (possibly in conjunction with the adjoining national
Trust woodland Cwmma Moors if permission can be obtained) (Just
north of Eardisley)



Birches Farm (near Kington)



Stockings Meadow (near Bromyard)



The Parks (Dulas, near Ewyas Harold)



Crow Wood and Meadow (near Vowchurch)

If you have not seen a copy of the
report and would like one I will
forward a copy to you electronically; it
is not available in any other format sorry!

But if anyone has a keen interest to monitor any other reserve we would be perfectly happy. The trust would
like to emphasise that they hope that this could be long term monitoring – i.e for the next hundred years at least, (Not
necessarily by the same person – ed) . It would build up a very exciting and useful picture of changes. All of the trust’s
team will help.

If you are interested or have questions please contact me at the address below.
martyn.davies808@gmail.com or phone 01432266703

How did you receive your copy of this newsletter?
If the answer to that question was by e-mail you not only received the information in full colour but
possibly earlier than if yours came by post. This newsletter has been produced to give you details of local
events and also different ways you can help and join in with the work of Butterfly Conservation. However, in
keeping with our aims of spending as much of your membership fees on direct conservation we would like
to use e-mails for all members for this publication and save on postage and reprographic costs.

If you received your copy through the post and you have an email address, please let
me have your email address ASAP.
martyn.davies808@gmail.com
We also intend to organise a number of impromptu events through the year we can only notify
members of these by email; they are often dependent on the weather and so are organised one or two days
before they happen. These might include moth events and butterfly searches.

Wood White - Leptidea sinapis
The Wood White is nationally one of our most rapidly
declining butterflies and therefore a key target for more action
especially in the four regions of the country where it still occurs.
We are therefore delighted that a new regional project ‘Making
a Stand for the Wood White’ is due to start in April 2016. This
three-year HLF-funded project aims to conserve the Wood
White in the West Midlands by strengthening populations in
landscapes where it still occurs and by reintroducing it to some
vacant sites. The overall HLF project targets four landscapes
across Shropshire, Herefordshire and Worcestershire with the
Woolhope Dome and the North Herefordshire Woods and
Pastures (clustered around the National Trust’s Croft Castle) and
the Mortimer Forest being the main Herefordshire components
of this project.
During the project there will be opportunities for more people in the region to learn about
this butterfly and become involved in its conservation with Butterfly Conservation working more
closely with appropriate local centres. Training in our standard survey and monitoring techniques
will be provided as well as some more advanced training for those that are interested (e.g. in
reintroduction monitoring). In 2017 we also plan to run a heritage training programme in
Herefordshire (based on a successful pilot project run in the Mortimer Forest) to incorporate
aspects of local history, social forestry and sustainable woodland management.
We will be looking for volunteers:
To help us survey and monitor both known and possible Wood White sites in these two areas
To learn how to carry out Wood White habitat assessments,
Who might know of sites in these areas which support Wood White that we might be unaware
of
Who might be able to help us with other aspects of the project (events, promotion and the
making of a high quality film on this butterfly).
Rhona Goddard has just been appointed as the project officer and she will be working for
three days a week on this project from the 4th April onwards. Rhona is delighted to have been
appointed as the Wood White project officer and is looking forward to working in the four West
Midlands Wood White target landscapes. During this time Rhona will be supervised by Jenny Joy
(Senior Regional Officer) who did much of the development work for this HLF project and who
started looking at Wood White sites in Shropshire back in the early 1990s. Jenny also helped to
lead the ‘National Recovery Project’ for the Wood White which started in 2007 and led to a
national sites dossier for this butterfly being produced in 2010.
If you are keen to be involved in this project or have knowledge of sites that we may be
unaware of please get in touch with Rhona rgoddard@butterfly-conservation.org phone 01746
762364. Jenny Joy—Senior Regional Officer

Marbled White - Melanargia galathea
The story used to be that this butterfly was found
widely over much of Britain south East of a line from the Severn
Estuary to the Wash especially where limestone formed the
underlying rock to the soil. Limestone outcrops are fairly
uncommon in Herefordshire and this species was encountered in
areas of the Woolhope Dome where Limestone outcrops. Away
from the Woolhope area the butterfly had been recorded on
Orcop Hill in a field which was identified as a possible site for the
butterfly because some plants of Bellflower (Campanula spp.) had
been found growing there, sure enough a wait of five minutes was
all that was needed before specimens were seen flying around.
Bellflower is a calcicole, a plant which can grow in Limestone soils.
Over the last few years there has apparently been a move
by this butterfly away from limestone soils, this is the case in Herefordshire where a colony has been
found at Bromsash (near Ross-on-Wye) and in 2014 a specimen was seen at The Stank, downstream from
the Bunch of Carrots. Last year a colleague and I found a specimen flying quite happily (apparently!) at
The Grove the higher of the two golf courses by the Leominster by-pass.
If you see one can you let me know please? I need date, location (grid reference if possible, but
other wise a description will do if it enables me to work out the grid reference! Some indication of the
number of specimens there would also be good but singletons are just as valuable.
Please let me know of any sightings you have for this species. Martyn G Davies

Pearl-bordered Fritillary - Boloria euphrosyne
The number of sites in Britain on which the Pearl-bordered Fritillary flies has reduced dramatically over
the last two decades to the extent that it is now considered to be a rare butterfly. We are lucky that
because of the efforts of members locally and from across the West Midlands we still have two colonies we
can visit easily in Haugh Wood and at Ewyas Harold Common. Long time local conservationists Ian and Dilys
Hart monitor the population of a number of species including the Pearl-bordered Fritillary on the Ewyas
Harold Common and at the nearby Butterfly Conservation reserve.
Ian writes:- Ewyas Harold Common is a haven for butterflies and
moths and one of the best places to view them in the West Midlands. Species that are uncommon elsewhere, such as the Pearlbordered Fritillary, are found in good numbers. Green Hairstreak
(Callophrys rubi), Dark Green Fritillary (Argynnis aglaja) , Grizzled
Skipper (Pyrgus malvae), Marbled White (M. galathea) and Small
Heath (Coenonympha pamphilus) are also among the 34 species
recorded on the Common in recent years.
Several areas of the Common are being managed by Butterfly
Conservation volunteers specifically to improve the habitat for
(Continued overleaf)

(Cont’d from previous page)
the pearl bordered fritillary, which is a United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Species and only
recorded from four sites in the West Midlands. This work is being undertaken with the support of Natural
England Higher Level Stewardship Scheme and the Lord of the Manor, Mr Rogers in whose name the
scheme is held.
The breeding habitat for the butterfly at Ewyas Harold is dependent on the depth and condition
of bracken and the presence of the larval foodplant , violet, which grows through the bracken litter. Too
little litter, or too much vegetation growth and the conditions become too cool, but too great a depth of
litter and the violet growth is suppressed. These specific
demands of the butterfly therefore require the
intervention of volunteers and much effort has been
expended over the past decade to keep the habitat in as
good a condition as possible, primarily by the removal of
scrub and trees and the management of the bracken.
A recent survey undertaken by Susan Clarke and
David Green for Butterfly Conservation has indicated
that the habitat has been kept in reasonable condition.
The survey, undertaken in May 2015, recorded 110
adult pearl bordered fritillary butterflies over two days
in timed counts, covering thirteen management
compartments. These are areas predominantly on
south-facing slopes which are well sheltered and provide excellent breeding and nectaring sites for the
butterflies.
Butterfly Conservation West Midlands are always looking for extra volunteers to help us with
management work on the Common. The work parties meet once a month on a Saturday, from
September through to April, usually between the hours of 10am and 3pm. Good footware, strong gloves
and robust clothing is a must as volunteers tackle shrubs, trees and spiny undergrowth, but the work is
healthy and rewarding. Details of dates and meeting places are given in the Butterfly Conservation West
Midlands journal, “The Comma”, or intending volunteers can contact Ian Hart on 01981 510259 or
yellowrattle4@aol.com.
We look forward to seeing you!

Guided Walks
Going out with an experienced leader is a great way to find out more about the butterflies in a local area
and also more about their conservation. We have organised a number of Guided Walks and you are
welcome to join them; we are organising these for you
1. Haugh Wood Saturday, 21st May 2.00 p.m. Meet at FC car park GR 593365.
Leader : Bob Hall contact : randphall@gmail.com or phone 01432-850623. Children welcome.
2. Haugh Wood Saturday 23rd July 2.00 p.m. Meet at FC car park GR 593365.
Leader : Bob Hall contact : randphall@gmail.com or phone 01432-850623. Children welcome.

Guided Walks (Continued)
3. Doward Saturday, 16th July 11.00 a.m. Meet at FC car park GR 547156.
Leader : Ian Draycott contact : idraycott@yahoo.co.uk
4. Wigmore Rolls Saturday, 30th July 1.45pm Meet at Aymestry Village Hall GR S0425649 Share Cars to go
to main entrance of Wigmore Rolls SO 397688 Walk is approximately 2miles.
Leader : Robin Hemming contact email robinhemming@btinternet.com
The DRAFT page below (a cropped image to get a better fit on the page.) from the West Midlands
Branch’s Book ‘Butterflies of the West Midlands’ alongside gives details of walk 3, but in essence the walk
should pass through mixed woodland and small fields on top of the Doward going through several
Herefordshire Wildlife Trust reserves and Lords Wood SSSI. Species to be encountered will include Marbled
White (M. galathea) and Silver-washed Fritillary (Argynnis paphia) in addition to more common species,
with a chance of seeing Essex Skipper (Thymelicus
lineola) and White Admiral (Ladoga camilla).
Other walks across the West Midlands will be
advertised in the ‘Comma’ and you are more than
welcome to go join them but obviously travelling
distance could be a little bit of an issue.

Moth Trapping
I had only seen Moths when I had been out looking for butterflies previously or when I was washing
up in the kitchen sink with the light on and they were fluttering around the window! The latter occasion
more common than the former. But with impending retirement I determined to get more involved so I
borrowed a moth trap , switched it on and went to bed. Would there be anything in it in the morning?
I need not have worried as there were quite a few specimens hiding
under the egg boxes put in for that purpose. Over the next few
months I took a trap into Whitecross School, Hereford to show the
students what was there. The result was 40+ students jostling
around my table to see and more interest when they were allowed
into my lab at break time. I repeated this on two or three other
occasions and had the same result each time, lots of students
looking and making comments like “I didn’t realise there were so
many”, “I always thought they were brown and boring”, “were they
really from your garden, sir?” I even had some saying that after the
last time I took my catch in they had left a light on to see if any came to
Brimstone Moth
the window and were pleasantly surprised when some had turned up.
Opisthograptis luteolata
Then disaster struck! Somebody else wanted to borrow the trap and I had to give it back. There was
nothing for it but to go out and buy one which duly happened and I can now enjoy the thrill of checking
the egg boxes when I run the trap overnight. Trying to identify them can be fun and I would recommend
trying to get photographs before they make their escape and
disappear over the fence. There are a number of good books
around which come into and out of print at various times.
The first task is to try and get to the correct family of
moths because remember there are over 2,500 species found
in Britain compared to no more than 60 species of butterfly, if I
can get to the correct family that is a good start. Then with
perseverance and sometimes help I discover what species I
have “trapped”
Chocolate Tip
Clostera curtula

In an attempt to improve my success rate with the
identification I attended a moth identification day organised
by the West Mids Branch at Marden, very useful. I have also

attended a small number of Moth breakfasts; now don’t panic
we eat Bacon butties not moths on toast. Moth breakfasts are
organised so that a number of people who are running traps get
together to see “their catch” but non-trappers can come along
and see what is there. These are often organised with only one
or two days notice but anyone on the email list will get a notification and is welcome to come along. A great way to learn!
Martyn G Davies
Buff Ermine
Spilosoma luteum

Butterfly and Moth Records
Any moth records should be sent to Phyl King at
phyl.woodlea@gmail.com
and in the immediate future all butterfly records should be sent to Rob Hall at
randphall@gmail.com
Please note that we desperately require records for all species of moths and
butterflies in Herefordshire—if you have any or would like to help with recording
please get in touch and we will do what we can to help you get started.
martyn.davies808@gmail.com

Garden Moth Recording Scheme

Hereford Wildlife BioBlitz

The Garden Moth Scheme (GMS) ran
successfully from 2003 to 2006 in the West Mids
Region with 50 gardens taking part across six
counties. In 2007, we started to expand the
scheme into a national project. We now have
additional recorders across the country from the
Channel Islands to Scotland.

Queenswood, Dinmore
8th / 9th July 2016
A BioBlitz is a 24-hour event in which
teams of volunteer scientists, families,
students, teachers, and other community
members work together to find and identify
as many species of plants, animals, microbes,
fungi, and other organisms as possible.

Could you join us?
Herefordshire (VC36)

Come along and join us?

Robin Hemming

For more information and details,
including volunteers to trap contact :

17, Ash Grove View
Bodenham, Hereford. HR1 3LU
Telephone: 01568-797351
E-mail: robinhemming@btinternet.com

Robin Hemming
17, Ash Grove View
Bodenham, Hereford. HR1 3LU
Telephone: 01568-797351

See the Garden Moth Website for more details and
information.

E-mail: robinhemming@btinternet.com

National Moth Night & Moth Breakfast
Thu 9th - Sat 11th June
As in previous years we will organise an event,
trapping on the evening of Fri 10th June at your chosen
site and bringing your catch along to a central venue on
Sat 11th June. Venue for the breakfast Queenswood,
Dinmore. The theme of this year’s National Moth Night is Hawkmoths.
Details from: Robin Hemming by email please

Flame Shoulder

e-mail:

Ochropleura plecta

robinhemming@btinternet.com

Help with Recording?
Do you live in or near these two
Squares ? Could you keep some records
of what is there? We have few, if any,
butterfly or moth records for these
squares.
They are SO 35 Almeley , Woonton,
Lyonshall and Pembridge.
SO 64 Bishop’s Frome, Castle Frome &
Canon Frome, Bosbury, Ashperton &
Much Cowarne.

Never mind recording moths I want help
with identifying them!
As well as using a good guide to identification and
there are one or two out there to try, there are two
excellent web sites which are well worth looking at.

1. herefordandworcestermoths.blogspot.co.uk
a great site to share your interesting finds and seek
confirmation of difficult sightings.

2. ukmoths.org.uk
Both sites have been set up to help and inform and
so they are well worth looking at.

Butterfly records to Rob Hall and Moth
Records to Phyl King.

Moth Identification Courses
There are still a few places available on the Herefordshire course which
will be held on the Doward near Rosson-Wye on Sunday, 3rd July 2016—
suitable for beginners.

A Scarce Silver Y (Syngrapha interrogationis) was
taken near Longtown by Paddy Matthews. Though
resident in the uplands it was the first VC36 record
for several years.

The above course is being led by Dave
Grundy, he also runs other commercial
moth identification courses. You may
like more information, if so visit:
www.dgcountryside.co.uk

Sphingidae - Hawkmoths
One of the joys of moth trapping is that you don’t
know what you are going to find in the trap in the morning. On
two occasions I have been out trapping with other people and
discovered Hawkmoths in the traps the next morning. On the
first occasion we were trapping at Dymock on what was one of
my first sessions and in the morning a Lime Hawkmoth
(Mimas tiliae) was found with its stunning green and brown
camouflage markings. On the second occasion at Much
Marcle, where again we had a number of traps, we had an
Eyed Hawkmoth (Smerinthus ocellata) in one and a Poplar
Hawkmoth (Laothoe populi) in another. These were all
trapped (and released) in the beautiful Herefordshire countryside but one Saturday morning I was phoned about
Poplar Hawkmoth Laothoe populi
a “funny” butterfly on the door of an industrial unit in Plough
Lane, Hereford. This also turned out to be a Poplar Hawkmoth. Last year I managed to trap an Elephant
Hawkmoth (Deilephila elpenor) in my back garden in Hampton Dene., Hereford which proves that you do not
have to be out in the countryside to find these beautiful animals. In 2015 Robin Hemming made it into the
Hereford Times with the news that he had caught a Striped Hawkmoth (Hyles livornica) on Bromyard Downs
at the end of May. Whilst we were carrying out the joint butterfly survey with the Herefordshire Wildlife
trust I received a report of a possible Silver-striped Hawkmoth (Hippotion celerio). Unfortunately it proved
impossible to confirm this sighting although a few had been recorded in Britain that summer.
So there are Hawkmoths out there waiting to recorded either by catching in a moth trap or sitting on
a factory door waiting for some sharp-eyed person to see them. Keep your eyes open you may be lucky .
The theme of this year’s National Moth
Night is Hawkmoths.

Moth Breakfast
Sat 25th June
Warren Farm,
Nr Bromyard
Grid Ref SO677549
Trapping 24th June
Breakfast 8.30am 25th
If you would like more
details or intend to come
please , please, please
Contact Hannah Welsh

2015 produced an influx of Striped
Hawkmoth (Hyles livornica), a
Mediterranean species. 2 were
found in Herefordshire both
coincidentally on Bromyard
Downs. This one was trapped by
Robin Hemming on 26/05/2015
the other about a week later by
Evan Bowen-Jones at the top of
the Downs.
A Convolvulus Hawkmoth
(Agrius convolvuli) taken
by Phil Bradley at Upper
Maund Common on 22/09
was sole record for this
species in 2015

Moth Challenge
I’m no expert when it comes to naming moths but I know a few people who are very good so I
thought it would be good to set them a little challenge! No prizes but I will print the most popular
answers in the next issue. The four pictures were all taken on the Peloponnese, Greece in June 2015.

A
B
C
D
In case anybody thinks that I am only doing this to find out what they are called because I don’t know; I
would like to point out that you are correct.
Answers to martyn.davies808@gmail.com

Next Issue September 2016 (all being well!!!)
To make sure we published this issue quickly we didn’t ask members for their contributions but if
you would like to contribute to the next issue please let me have your copy by 10th September 2016.
This could just be a question, some reflections on what you
have seen in your garden and /or which plants they were
feeding on, photographs to be identified. A good place for
butterflies known to you. Or even a report on what you saw on
a trip abroad.
Your
Thanks

martyn.davies808@gmail.com

Contributions
gratefully
received!

